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Psychology: CUK,

defenceinstitute
to share expertise

subjects include cognitive science,
forensic psychology, psycho-social
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DEPARTMENT of Psychol-~ ¥
ogy of Central Universijty - ¢
of- Karnataka (CUK) "=
Kalaburagi has signed a,
memorandum of under-
standing (MoU) with De-"

fense Institute of Psycho-
logical Research (DIPR)
New Delhi, a subsidiary of
DRDO, said Vice Chancel-
lor Professor Battu Saty-
anarana in a press note re-
leased here on Thursday.
_Satyanarayana has said
that “signing MoU is im-
portant but keeping it alive
andiworking on it is even
more important. It is the
responsibility of both the
parties to ensure that
things keep rolling and the
objectives of the MoU must
be fulfilled continuously.
Werare signing this MoU
with the intention that it
will open the gate for the
two parties to exchange ex-
pertise in the field of psy-
chology, such as psycho-
logical assessment,
cognitive science, forensic
psychology, psycho-social
Interventions, positive psy-
chology and mental health
of our armed force and
common public. Students
and faculties of CUK will
get an opportunity to do in-
ternship and research in
DIPR. Similarly DIPR can-
didates will get opportu-
nity to pursue PhDin CUK.
This MoU will mutually

benefit both the parties to
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Interventions and positive psychology

Heads of Department of

" Psychology of CUK signs MoU with

DIPR ) express

grow further in research
and development.”

While expressing her
views on MoU, Director of
DIPR Dr. Arunima Gupta
said, “DIPR’s history can be
traced back to 1943 and
since then we are continu-
ously taking care of psy-
chological health of our
armed forces.

With time, we want to
spread more awareness
about military psychology
and for the benefit of the
students, scientists and re--
searchers we are trying to
extend the formal relation-
ship with the universities
to solidify the research
base. MoU with CUK will
certainly help us in this
direction”.

The MoU was signed on
12th December at CUK,
Kalaburagi. On the occa-
sion Registrar of CUK Prof

‘R R Biradar, Director of

DIPR D_r: Arunima Gupta,
Prof Vijeyendra Pandey,
Head of Department of

- Psychology, CUK, Dr Soumi

Awasthy, Additional Direc-
tor, DIPR, Dr Akriti Srivas-.

tava and others were

present.




BOZRTR-BZeds ToDEITY TR Hei 0T OB FR.00ed) FZTT0E

200008-RRST° udou@%

¥ Dodaeed YL F02nsh
COD IR (elallow aé:b:sa OodE [T E
) 22632 S 253 emécd:» DTN, 3

ch T 2843 5&‘5‘@ 0ZRTT0 SR esa:):ﬁ!)&
?50:.'.‘ (&acfaa)m &0N 2 oﬁcﬁmﬁ &uﬂe 3°
m&%ﬂéﬁ esTf 3 éﬁ:‘a&é&ﬁ meﬁr (améﬁcﬁ) 3)
&odnd mmae&)ag's anyiafinvial ..-uoémeanS
DF) ZEeeE E0Tvd B3, TODC To FTeBeINTS
D0TH HOTS 2 TR- ) TZT00DED SPRTTD.

OO IBTIOTHN J0ZNY IS 2.Bond
&30 OTRY, BESoZTNODHHD S0y, BRIVE
RS ?.'@Mu, 900 &)@aﬁ o) od daz&aem@ai
553363:43 TOmREE w&fﬁ rJg Eﬁmé 5 ﬁ)dﬁf@&@d
D) BRTLE esdrafﬁécﬂoa‘ﬁ mmeaa@a 2309
S00d ATodh @RBERYer 0@ Jgnen
OB SRREAEDS LVeston B B9SVE
230038, B TeBUNTE HOTTD.

RETTE, [IF Bd D) T, W00
DRI Eﬁd@fﬁ Deed wmhBen A BBFD.
20303 I &m@a ) 53, T BRLHBOTRY

QOBFELT® ) oé.rae_cjas ARG ©F5E

pﬂ

-]

300N Smeriss 2eoBtad AFDm,UD Hd)

2o et :bq! rbl:bmd RBRR2R0E e.@onBE
aﬂdriddgl am'boda mammoms: OB
B 2283} BZ,FoT0ED, . 2 3D, D2
50.8.08 a:!dadd)

HEOTT.  BRQeTE faoe!.raequ 923, RENED
2O0ERY &2 BRBOBWD. B wrBoRE
20BN DY) wPFAODY IR YTt
2B5003RNOE Q0D VT,

aL@oBE B0 VA8’ Ades s
7. 9T0ERRR MTy BRITB, BRLHBOT 1943003
Fo0DE ATE LTS, 0BT MR Jewzd

&m@e— D20 ) Jodeeged

& BROTN ) z!oamdm

3¢ ngrladen D3dmyecbndecas
RZen0s Bowog YOI Bobrcdes.
20 23N 30598 .o

| moBImAcie ayg Somried.

-
Sapbianl

3 £d 2
B e N A LB O

Bodescs adesda

VEN) 23F TENY JeI2B sdweery, T30
wamea%ggeas FERI0IT WY WAEd
maime&)agdcﬁ a.)rrj éagc‘d RS DRAIW
20DV 20TD.

AOME DOTAST Fp.uct.ect. DoVEACS,
dOI0E  DIeeNeRS  Mgertd o Jp.
dodeory Teod, Aot BPIO  Aer 33
E.JPN ©TD, wmodd Jocdseess 3.8

Bengaf, QRAETT Qepd w80, w.@

CRdee® X, m.ONomot BDIRCS,
JodReRBERT AITOZ.




EDUCATION HUB

Christ University announces its inauguration of the
Centre for Korean Studies

Recently at Concard Hotel, Bengaluru Christ University proud-
ly announced the inauguration of its Centre for Korean Stud-
ies. which took place on 12th December 2023 at Conrad Ben-
galuru Hotel. The event was graced by the esteemed presence
of Dr. Fr. Jose C C, VC of CHRIST University, and Mr. Chang-
nyun Kim, the Korean Consul General of the Republic of Ko-
rea in Chennai. Dr. Guydeuk Yeon, the Director of the Centre,
emphasized the Centre’s mission to strengthen Indo-Korean
ties through various academic, cultural, and community in-
itiatives. The VC, Dr. Fr. Jose C C, expressed his gratitude to
the Korean community for their support and was optimistic
about the Centre’s potential impact. Mr. Chang-nyun Kim, the
Korean Consul General, shared his delight at the establish-
ment of the Centre and pledged his continued support. The
event was attended by 40 dignitaries, including government
officers, industry leaders, and heads of research institutes
based in Bengaluru from South Korea. The Music Department
of CHRIST enriched the ceremony with beautiful renditions
of Christmas songs and the traditional Korean song “Arirang”.
The Centre for Korean Studies stands as a beacon of learning
and cooperation, marking a new chapter in the rich history
of Indo-Korean relations. It aims to forge deep and enduring
bonds between the two nations.

MBA convocation program organized by BNMIT Col-
lege, Bengaluru

VTU chancellor Dr. S. Vidyashankar speaking at the MBA con-
vocation program organized by BNMIT College in Banashanka-
ri after awarding the degree to the students, he said that in
the competitive era education alone does not provide good
opportunities. Along with this, skill is also very important.
This is why we are giving practical education to students, he
said. Ramesh Kaza, CIO, State Street International, said, “We
can only grow when we develop curiosity in life. We have to
make a habit of keeping pace with new technology. A rapport
should be maintained with all. He said that you will get many
opportunities from this. BNM Charity Trustees Ashok A. Mane,
Vaishali N. Mane, Ishwar N. Mane, Deves A. Mane, Deegjes A.
Mane, Additional Director of the College Dr. 8.Y. Kulkarni, di-
rector T.J. Rama Murthy, Principal Dr, Krishnamurthy G.N and
others were present. The students who scored the highest
marks were honoured with a gold medal. It is a matter of hap-
piness that students have chosen our college and completed
their graduation here. We have envisioned all the privileges
and comforts required for the learning of the students.

A Business Initiative

National level HR Conclave organized by Nitte School
of Management in association with HR Shapers, Ben-
galuru.

The Chief Guest Dr. Mahesh Bhatt, CEO, Fornax Corporate
Services, opined while speaking on the occasion of National
level HR Conclave said “ ‘Generative Artificial Intelligence’ is
slightly different from the ‘Artificial Intelligence’ as it creates
data by making inferences and extrapolations. In nutshell, an
assignment that would normally take a relatively proficient
human, an hour or longer, can be completed in seconds”,

There were 50 Distinguished HR Experts, 200 HR Delegates
and 500 Leaders of Future who participated in the day long
on adaptation of Generative Artificial Intelligence in various
fields of HR Management. The theme was - Role of Genera-
tive Artificial Intelligence in HR Management. Ashish Gakrey,
Founder, HR Shapers, Bengaluru, was the Guest of Honour.
In the beginning, Dr. M. Venugopal, Director, Nitte School
of Management welcomed the gathering by giving a brief in-
sight about the Generative Artificial Intelligence. Rohit Punja,
Administrator, Nitte Education Trust; Dr. Sandeep Shastri,
Director Academics, Nitte Education Trust; Dr. H.C. Nagaraj,
Principal, NMIT; Prof. Raghavendra R, Principal, Dr. NSAM
First Grade College, Bengaluru; Prof. Rajini Itham, Associate
Director, Nitte School of Architecture, Planning and Design;
and Coordinator of the Conclave Prof. Balakrishnachar M.S
were present on the occasion.

St. Joseph's Institute of Management's iconic annual
National level inter-collegiate Cultural and Business
fest ‘'Verve' 2023
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It started off with an insightful inaugural speech by the chief
guest Shikha Nag, Founder and Director of Indian Academy
of Public Speaking following which Verve 2023 was declared
open by the Director Rev. Dr. Manoj D’Souza. An extraordi-
nary number of 300 participants from both Undergraduate
and Postgraduate level participated in the fest. The two-day
cultural and management fest concluded by the inspiring
speech of the Chief Guest Mr. Manish Raj, the Head of Strate-
gy and Growth in Lithium Urban Technologies and the prize
distribution. The Creative and Cultural overall winner were
St. Joseph's College of Commerce, Bangalore and the overall
winner trophy for PG students was won by XIME, Bangalore.
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|ITs focus on students’ soft skills,
roll out a bridge course on English

Academicians Focus On Initiative To Improve Language Proficiency

SruthySusan.Ullas
ftimesgroup.com

Bengaluru: When many of the
fresh batch of students at Indian
Institute of Technology-Jammu
did not perform well in exams,
the faculty decided to have a pep
talk with them. That is when they
realised that many of the stu-
dents, especially those fromrural
areas, were not proficient in Eng-
lish and were unable to even fol-
low the lectures. The institute de-
cided to hold a language profici-
ency exam, identified students
weak in English and started hol-
ding classes for them.

“Based on their proficiency
levels, classes are divided into be-
ginners, intermediate and ad-
vanced groups. Around 60% of
the classes were in the beginners
group. While they will be taught
basic grammar and conversatio-
nal English, those in the advan-
ced category will have English li-
terature. This is an initiative we
have just launched. and hope to
see the results soon,” said Kan-
nan Iver, dean, academics.

When the HT-Jammu dean
discussed the issue at an Indian
Institutes of Technology direc-
tors' forum at a conference

an-1IT World of Technology
there was a consensus among his
counterparts, Many of the direc-
tors and deans said they were ta-
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LINGUISTIC AID TO HELP SMOOTH TRANSITION FOR STUDENTS
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king extra measures to ensure a
smooth transition for students
on their respective campuses.
[IT-Jodhpur director Prof
Santanu Chaudhury said: “The-
re are diagnostic tests that will
help understand the proficiency
of students in the language. Once
students walk into the campus,
we provide them the test and then
the necessary training, especial-
lv in listening and reading com-
prehension. During the first vear,
we also provide supplementary
materials in Hindi, ensure Hindi
subtitlesfor video lecturesand gi-
ve some portions of lab manuals
and question papers in Hindi.
There is also a provision to block
a faculty’s time to have discus-

sionsdone in Hindi. The problem
is that we can cater to only one or
twosuch languages.”

The academicians feel the
problem lies in the way students
are coached to crack JEE, the ga-
teway to premier engineering in-
stitutions. “Unlike a regular
school where the children are
made to learn languages, the coa
ching centres merely concentra-
te on the ability to crack the Phy-
sies, Chemistry and Maths pro-
blems,” said K N Satyanarayana,
IT-Tirupatidirector.

IIT-Tirupati holds a two-credit
compulsory language course in
the first semester: Students who
are not proficient in English in a
test will have to choose English.

The other students have the op-
tions of languages like German,
Japanese, Spanish and Sanskrit.

Pointing out that speaking
skills among students were still al-
right, but writing was uniformly
poor, Seshadri Sekhar, director of
[IT-Palakkad, said; “Students tend
to think in their mother tongues
and less of writing down notes,
and not practising speaking in
English means the skills suffer.”

“Another reason could be due
tothe SMS language culture, The
present generation is more used
to communicating by short mes-
sages and emoticons.., casual
talk means scientific writing
skills are affected more than spe-
akingskills, relatively.” the direc-
tor of [IT-Palakkad said.

Indian Institute of Technolo-
gy-Palakkad in Kerala has year-
long in-person English classes
for BTech students. In addition, a
‘Computer-Assisted Listening
Writing Reading Speaking’ cour-
se for English learners has also
been set up by the English Langu-
age Consultant of the institute.
btudentscan gothrough thecour-
seat their own pace. [IT-Bhilai di-
rector Rajiv Prakash said the
language problem was faced ma-
inly by students who did not have
English in elass 12, “We conduct a
screening at college and provide
extra help to them.” said the di-
rectorof 11T Bihilai.
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‘Aglobal leader ininnovation needs avery strong
university system - anda policy to attract people
working at the frontiers of their field worldwide’

Carolyn Stein teaches at the Haas School of Business, University of California, Berkeley. Speaking to
Srijana Mitra Das, she discusses incentives which can galvanise — or thwart — new scientific development:

Q. Whatis the
core of your
research?

A. 1l am inter-
ested in how sci-
entists respond
to incentives.
Researchers
care about their
careers 4 | I‘H']
systems in place
provide strong
motivations to them — these hold the
power to shape the science and new
knowledge produced. I research how
we can do an optimal job at providing
the right incentives orwhether, insome
cases, weare inadvertently distorting
peaple away from certain areas — that
will cost us in terms el new Knowledge.

Q. What are the most powerful
incentives shaping science today?

AL My work focuses on researchersin
universities as apposed to corporate
research. Currently, academic sclence
isextremely competitive. That shapes
the way researchers behave to a large
extent. Some of mv work looks at how
the competition to publish first might
incentivise people to cut corners on
guality. Mare broadly, especially in
the life sciences, this intense comp-
etition colours every interaction
scientists have, including whether
they're willing to talk about what
they are working on beeause they fear
theirideas being taken. So, you see less
collaboration across different labo-
ratories and schools which is not ideal,

0. Which innovations have benefit-
ted from having such incentives?
A.lcanactually share examples which
occurred despite these incentives,
such as the mRNA vaccine which
didn’t receive much funding initially
as it was perceived as being too risky.
[ explore what innovations we could be
missing out on because the incentives
are pushing in another direction.
Thereisalso very interesting work by
Eric Budish, Benjamin Roin and Heidi
Williams about clinieal triallength in

Invention patents granted annually in the United
States since 1790
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Then & Naw: Once, the United States was the global leader in innovation, its
researchers revolutionising science, medicine and technology — while it remalns
dominant, other nations have also adopted paolicies to encourage innovativeness

cancerdrugdevelopment — they make
the point that the patent clock starts
ticking when you beginaclinical trial.
So, ifvou're working on a drug that has
averylong trial, voureffective patent
period, once the drug has actually
been approved, is much shorter. That
effectively means you get a longer

‘ . Google DeepMind created AlphaFold, the machine-
learning algorithm which predicts the 3D shapes of proteins
just from their amino acid sequence — DeepMind saw this as
an area where existing competition ensured your algorithm
could be scored in a well-planned way. This ability to

measure success is an extremely important incentive

window of patent protection if vou
work on a drug that is quick to deve-
lop. Now, such drugs target late-stage
canceras it's very fast in that eircum-
stance to learn il a drug is effective.
With early-stage cancer, researchers
have to wait for vears to see how a
drugworks. This creates a very strong
incentive for pharmaceutical firms
to work on late-stage drugs only, with
one exception being hematological
cancers which have very good bio-
markers to show ifa drug is effective.
The time involved here in getting
what is called a surrogate endpoint is
relatively quick. Therefore, pharmas-
ceutical companies develop these for
both early and late dlsease stages,

These findings speak to the impor-
tance of being able to measure things
ifthiscan be done well, it's easierto
define success or failure which mat-
tors toscientists. Another interesting
example is AlphaFold, the protein pre-
dietionalgorithm — Google DeepMind
came up with this machine-learning
algorithm to predict the 3D shapes of
proteins just from their amino acid
sequence, eliminating the need for
long, expensive experiments. That's
been a goal for science for 50 vears
the DeepMind CEO told me one
reason they wanted to tackle this is
the existing competition ensured
vour algorithm could be scored ina
well-planned way. Success would be
very measurable, This shows the abi-
lity to measure suceess is very lmpor-
tant it can dictate what problems
people choose to work on, Making
science more measurable creates
incentives for research in those areas,

® ® T iength of adlinical
trial influences its patent

protection period - and thus,
a drug’'s development ’ ’

Q. What is “the pivot penalty'?

A, Dur research shows that when
scientists write a paper which is
distant from their core area of exper-
tise, that often looks less suceessful in
terms of the journal it's published in
ar the citations it getsas compared toa
paper written by the same scientist
which s morewithin theirmainarea of
expertise. We interpret that as it being
hard to work on new things —this is
important beeause if vou look at the
Covid-19 pandemic, for instance; all of
science pivoted. But the only paperson
average which looked like they really
mattered were written by people who'd
been working on topics quite adjacent
to Covid before it happened. That
suggests that in a world where crises
arise and we don’t know what these
will be, we need to have people spread
out across the scientifle map, working
on a very broad set of topics.

Q. Which factors determine the level
of innovation in an economy?

A, Part of the answer here is attract-
ing talented people — a very strong
university system allows you to educate
people optimally and also attracts the
mast talented people globally to work
there and want to stay. Research shows
how, in the US, a large share of our
innovation is due to immigrants — to
be a global leader in innovation, vou
need policies which attract people irom
across the world whoareworking at the
frontiers of their fieid,

Views expressed are personal
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New cyber threats catch
info-tech city unawares

In ehee comatesct o the recent hoax boanb threat eol that around 70 schiools in and around Berggsbur recetved and the chas it undeashd in the 1T city

KN Adivva Bharadwa and Jabmeavd TR ook ot the eme

dren's schools Informing me thay

wotld be gent lome due o a ‘bomb
threat”, | immediately rushed womy dovghter's
wchool whille my Tasband went tomy son's schaeol
o get them bome, Later, we learnt that the
thireats waere a o, but when §receved that call,
painlc wel b within o second,” sald Gowrl Baj, a e
aldent of Yelahanka, about 20 kilometres from
the cliy centre, remembering the events al Da-
cembier 1,

She wid not alone. Meardy 70 schooks b and
wround Bengaliru recelved the same “bomb
threat emull” ffom kharijiesgbechie.com on
Pecember 1. I threatened o ki = you and your
children” amd said, *From Buddha to Infinkty they
will My apart fram our exploskon”. 1t even frget-
el Ehomdsts andd signed off with “Allah Akbar-.

The childien had been In school for just an
hawir o 5o, lengakur, the 1T caphial of the coun:
try, phunged nio chaos and wis gripped by panlc
b i matter of milnutes. Even parents whs hadn'
recelved Intimations from thelr chilldren's schosls
were alerted by rofling tebeviskon coverage, They
rushed there and demand-
ed that they be allowed o
take thelr wards back
haumie,

School  were  milling
wiih police officials and
hamb detection and dispo-
sal squads while children
huddled in  playgrounds
and other open spaces.
The threats turned out o
bie a hoax. Howsever, aver |
ki children returned hame within hours of that
email.

“ waa in the middle of my voga clags
wheen | recdived a call from my chil

E

Probes hit desd end

As the chity went bivto a tizzy that Fridey moming,
there was akso a sense af deja v O April 8, 2022,
aver 30 achools recelved a similor bomb threst
emudl, which alse evenmally tumed out w0 be a
hoas. The Decemvber | drill was just a repeat of
what unfiokded last year in more ways than one.

Over a month after Bengaluru schoals received
the threat Last vear, schoals in Bhopal recefved si-
millar hoax bamb emall threads in May 2022, This
time around, the emall to Bengaluru schools was
preceded by a similar hoax bomb threat emall to
51 schools in Kuala Lumpur, Makaysia; 1o several
schools in Jamaica in November; and to several
schodls by Germany In October. The emall to Ben-
galuru and Kusli Lumpor schsooks was sent from a
Cyprus-hased emall  service  provider,
Beehlie.com.

In the X2 case, the emaill was mitdally raced
to Syria, but as more lavers of the Virmal Private
Hetwork (VPN) were uncovered, the trall finally
wentoold in Pakdsran. “We coubdn't trace the final
user who sent the madl from scross the border.
We gave our inputs 1o central securlty agencles
amd &re unaware of further developments,” sald
an officer invalved in that probe.

The emall sent 10 schools an Decembser | dif-
fered in thetr tone in how they had an 1slamist
slant. However, given that similar emails were
sent w0 diferent trgets across three months, pal
boe suspict this is a ew knd of “cyber terrorism”
o semnd bustling citbes into panic.

(nserles with Beeble.com, throwgh which the
December [ emali was senn, revealed that the user
had used the Switzerland-based Proton Virmsal
Private Network (VPN), & company that has a *no-

ee

A pisison
Abling
woamew here,
T
bt the
andony ity
thiait Viths
prowide,
tesk st 2
fow mirites
iy sewnl thie
IT capital of
Irnclica, o oty
ol neardy 14
il arul
a growih
et of
the county,
ey a1 by
It b= ity
Iomstech
b s tha
bt
ilbiistrative
ol herw
asyimmetric
eyvher
thiwats e,
A vt polivw

il

g nature of cvber threats and assess the infrastruciural readiness o Bioe new challenges

Commartion at a schoal m Bengakur after it momved 2 bormts theeet email an Deoeender 1. #71

logs palicy ™. =We are not hopeful that the compa-
ny will give us any wseful informaton that will
lead to the kdentity of the emall sender” o sendor
police official said.

Changlng nmture of cvber thrests

"A person shting somewhere, hiding behind the
anamymiry that V'Ns provide, took just & few mi
nutes o semd the T capital of India, a dity of near
Iy M millon and a growth engéne of the couniry,
Into a tizzy. it s prety low-tech. This ks the best il
lustration of bow asymmetric cyber threats are”
sald & senbor police officlal with considernble ex-
perlence in fighting cybercrime

1f a hoax bamb threat con send an entre city
Inio & tadlspin, imagine what can happen if a city's
power grid is hacked and shot down as o result.
That's precisely what happened ln Mumbal an
October @, 2020, A cyber amack on the ciry's
power grid brought the coumiry's Anancial capital
b & halt for nearly half o day. The famed local
trains stopped. and the stock exchange shui
diown, even as hospitals strugpled o keep ventila-
Dors running.

The artack was reportedly raced o stage ac-
tors in Chima, reparted The New York Thnes in Fe-
bruary 2021, a claim acknowledged by Minlsters
Im the goverrment of Maharasshir. india snd Chi-
na refations wege tesse in October 2020 over the
Galwan Valley clash.

Several kev cyber anacks were repomed an
critical informarion infrasrsctune in indis in e
cent years: on the Kudankulam Muckear Power
Plant in 2089, on Goa's Bood monimoring system
In 2020, ransonmware aacks on natonally m-
paortant insttuthons lie New Defhi-based All in-
dia Institute of Medical Sclences and Bengahro-
based National Instmme of Mental Health and
Meurosclences n 2002, The Kxrnacaka Siate Dot
Centre, the information nerve centre of the Go-
vernment af Karnatsks, fell prey to the Wanna-
Ly ransommware smack in 2007,

“The trade-off of poing mare and mare digital
Is ke dining with the devil. Ir ks a cat and mouse
pame, and who wins |5 always o funetion of who is
ahesd of the curve, and the adversary always has
an advaniage,” ssid Tobby Simon, founder-prest-
dent, Synerpla Foundarion, 3 Bengaluru-hased
sirategic think rank specialising in cyber security,
with over three decades af experience.

Insthtuthonal vacuum

Symergla  Foundation orguabed s mundiable
meeting for the top buremscrats of the State and
honchos of Bengalury inc. in 2008, posing a sim
ple question: “Who cares, and whe do you call in
case of a cyber attack on critical Information in-
frastructure? That question hasn't found a watis
Ectory answer in Karmataka o this day.

“We have just been lucky that there has been
e major Sifack on our critical inframucnme. G-
ven that our Siote dats centre had 3 ransonmware
attack, we are not equipped to prevent i@ or han-
dlle irs aftermath efficlently. Thete are na standard
operating procedures (S0P and & set chain of
command or architecture in place to handbe such
crises in the State.” sald a senlor police afficial
whao ks a cybercrime expert

A national cvber security archisecture has re
centhy evohved — the lndisn Cyber Crime Coondi-
mation Centre (40, which coordimates cybet-
aime investgaiions, snd the Natbonal Crigcsl
Indormztion Infrastroectere  Protection  Centre
{NCITPC), with which States have been conrding-
Ing. Bt rnadriple pofice oficials and e-govermance
experss sahd 4 similar architecrnare was peeded &
thee Stume lewel. That s missing in Karmstaka, even
as Maharashira and Odisha have taken the kead in
this Fvenue.

Multple proposals from the Karmaerks Stite
Folice and e-Governance Department io s wp o
eyber security architecture ke HC and NCIIPC
have been gnored The Cyber Security Policy
0, still im the draft stage. does provide & Siae
Cyhrer Security Commimes led by the Chief Secre-
tary bur doesn'T inclode the Karnatsks Siate Pol-
e amd has come under criticism over it by the
podice, wha are ar the forefrom of fighring cyber-
crimes, cyber security breaches, snd now cyber
termoram

“What we need 5 2 two-organisstion set-up.
One orpxnisaron that coordinges snd has sdeng
it skill sets for cybercrime probes alo houses 3
command cenire (o handie vy orisks in the soae.
Anather orpanissrion needs o proacively ensure
that cwr critical informagion infrasrucore — ke
o powet grids, food mansgement sysiems, me-
tro and reilway sipnals. snd mrafic mansgement
systems — b5 salie.

W must ethically hack owr systems, idenrify
vulnershilites. snd paich up oor bogs and gaps.

That s the only way we cai sty abhadd of the
curve,” sl o senkor polios offcial

Offciak responabbly e cyber scury and
fighting cybercrione dakl theve was & Lk of un
dertunding of these kieas in the government
acroma parties. “Unkess o big sttack hapgweoia, ihere
sev 1 b 3 Lack of receptiveneis 1o theee ke,
waen though the vilnerability of Benggalru m
sch anachs s very highe This & Mle walting oo
v first serilent o get inmurance, Bt often., that
b herw it weorkc, Allsharashina b now Ewvesting o
o TR0 crofe in & Compuler Emerpency Kes
ot Tewr - Maharsibiirng (CERT M) afted ihe
SEN puorwer grid sitack ” & sembor offscial aald

Iy the Budget dhr thann Cleie! Mindster Baancanj
Bommal presented in February 2000 he pro
el B st wp s Cylber Security Operation Ciroitre
{CNOC) ot 3 oot of T30 crove. Thibi followed 3 pro
posal by the Karmatska State Police and was on
the lnes of HC and NOIC. However, Bosmmal
s Vol oul in My, amad ngumdeni Chised bk
e Sl pmadah junbed the Frbruary Badget
and presented 3 new one in july in which the
[T [,:npuq\l waik drogpaed

Tabley Simon of Synergia Founalation said most
of the (rganbalion st up by the povernaments
ienided B0 be “posifacto” sk msnegenseni
roups bl sakd what was newded was 2 “Thinking
orgarvnation” thal dissan T work b wohve thae pre
brbem o hand but thinks shesd of the owrve and
tries 0 anticipate sxd mive the e e, “The
ey thimg in this caf -and-mouse game b thought
lenadership,” b asicd

“For imstance, Gl our cyber security b based
an encrypiions and pesswords. The sdvent of o
tificiad inselligence and quanium computing has
made decryprion w mexch oy and Lasl. We
now iveed to prepare lor a post-Al s guandum
e cvber seourity,” be sakd

The E-Governance Departmsent is now working
an inkisting “purple teaming”. where porvern
ment teamns ethically hack their oritscal informas-
ton infrastruciure o expose the chinks & fix
them. amng 3 host of ofhey inatiathaes. Cyber Se
awrity Policy 20273 in the offing b expecied o gve
whig fillip for the government s cyber securiny oul
ture. However, many in the fiekl pointed out the
need for more collshoration between the &-Go
vernance Departmment and Kamotals State Police
In the Stase.

Schools plek up the pleces
“Schook and colleges sre ey trpets for people
deliberately ryving o disrop peace and harmony
BaE we cannot ke even 2 single thing Gl As
schools, we huve mundmum seoriey, sl we even
have strong frewalls for cyber security. Yer, we
cannt ooninol emails” sabd Mansoor Al Khan,
ruster and member of the management board.
Dedhi Pubdic School One of the proup's branches
Tl abses recetved 3 threat oni the day

“Omace sunch threats come in, schools ie two
o three dhays o renmm s normakcy, and children
start pankcking These things grestly mpoct s
denis, especially 25 it is the seoond or thind time
something bike this has happened n the L e
momths. &t affiects thelr confidence. We hove
counsel and mik o them pattensty” Khan said

The maugersent from some other schonks re-
ported tha while the smdens were mature
enough © undersond thar the threats were a
I the sevuriny on the preméses was beefed up,
neverTibebes

~We already had 20 security purds smd
aourd 400 carmeras o Camgs. We hove neves
It anvone come 1o the campus withou price ap-
poingnenss and I verificanon Now, afer dhis in-
cudens, we huve emnployed thres sddimonal secur-
iy poards, 3 few nipht poards | s sk sralled
etrs neght lighirs, ™ saded Noorabne Fazal oo-foun-
der, CED, and msrcsing tmsiee, Inveniire Acy-
demy. abso 3 schood ther receved 3 bomb thress
on Devember L

Following these events the Department of
School Edorstion snd Literscy slso recently is-
suend 3 circulse, releraing 0 exrlier regulsnos
that the school premises. inchading the pley-
prounds srmched o deem, only be psed for e
carbons porposes s not be rened o, Addi-
domally, the priveie schooks i te oy aso
demended the the Szate povernment ol o o
School Safery Policy” which provides legsl secur-
Ey w0 sndenss, saff, monspeent. and the
school’s propery.



How fraudsters stole money using
biometric details in Sub-Registrar offices

A senior police official overseeing investigation into the AEPS fraud cases in Mangaluru said multiple gangs based in Bihar were imvolved in siphoning money

Raghava M.
MARGALURL

otices displayed outside the two

Sub-Registrar Offices a Mini Vidhana

Soudha building in Mangaluru a some

days ago asked people to lock their
bicmetrics before going for registering their
documents.

The notices read: “In light of complaints
registered with (Mangaluru) CEN (Cyber
Economic and Narcotic Crime) police station on
fraudsters misusing Aasdhaar number and finger
prints printed on the registered documents for
removing money from bank sccounts, we are
advising people coming for registration to lock
their binmetrics.”

The notices in Mangahirn sub-registrar offices
alen mentioned the procedure to be followed for
locking the hiometrics. In addition, the Stamps
and Registration Department posted on You Tube
(https:fvoutu beJigEnTtpuSA?si=EPnbTDCul)

EhiOIRh } a video tutorial on “How to block
Andhaar
hicmetric on
your phonse”

Three arrested
It is well ower
muonth since
Mangalur police
arrested three
persans from
Bihar in
connection with
10 cases
remstered
relating to
stealing money
from bank
ncoounis of

number and

fngerprints
printed on the
documents
registered at Sub
Reglstrar athces,

Such cases af
thelt hwve been
reported from
elsewhere in
Kurnataka and
other stmes is
well.

Now, before
comlng o the affices of Sub-Registrar to complete
the registration work, people are seen logging on
to the ‘musdbaar app or o
myacldhaar uida gov in for locking their
emetries. Document writers and advocates are
seen il the Sub Heglstrars” office helping people
in blocking their blometrics. “Belore people sit o
cupitune thelr pheture and gve fngerprint (o
complete the registration (under the new Kaveri 2
svatern) process, we ensure they hve blocked
thelr Mometrics,” sald a Sub-Reglstrar ol

Margraluri.

Cases reported
Thee misuse of Aadhaar number and Gogerprints
in the registered documents lor stoaling money
weii first polbited out by b doctor eotipbe from
Bejad in Mangaluru, The two had gone to the Sub
Regletrar's office on September 9 for reglstering
their land. Ten days later, T 50,000 each got
deducted from the accounts of the hushand and
the wile respectively between September 1 and
September 16, The two fled a complaint with the
Marggiliiri CEN police station on Septeimber 16,
Nine other complaints were registered at the
CEN Palice Station between October 25 and
October 26 wherein complainants reported on
losing money ranging between 00,000 &nd
949,559 between August 6 and September 15
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Mungalury Police Commissioner Anupam
Agrawal said a toal of 58 complaints have been
filed with Mamgaluru City police and the ol
momey bost |s about T 13 lakh between this
August and October.

Investigation
In Udupi, K. Ravishankar, a doctor from Shirva,
was the first to register the complaint on October
3 on lesing T 10,000 exch from his Union Bark of
Iniia and Canara Bank acoounts respectively on
September 30, Four complaints were registered
at the Mulpe police station on October 31
reporting on the deduction of money ranging
betwern 16,000 and 128,000 between October
12 and October 24.

As interaction with the Registration

Deparonent officials did not help in unrmeding
the way fraudsters acoessed Asdhoar and
it from the Koveri 2 system, the city

potice took up the hboriows @k of tracing the
money irial

It ook neary two monthes for the Mangaloru
police to identify Deepak Kumar Hembam, 313;
Vivek Kusmar Biseus, 24; and Madsn Kimar, 23,
and arvest them from a place in Hibar, in the b
week of October. The three were arreated in
connection with 10 cases registered by Mangahury
police. The city police is searching for the main
accused, who s suid o be the leader of the gang
of frasdsters.

More cases in Bengalury
A couple of dava alter Mangalur police sreaed

Sult Registrar Office (Mangalurs City) (n Miei-Vidhana Soudha n Margaburu
= =

ﬂ:reepumuﬂ!ﬂa:g;hn\mm\m
imvolved i AFPS frand. A intal of 196 cses of
AEPS franud have been registered in Bengaloru.
Cases of AEFS fraud have been reported from
Chikkamazaho and Kodago districts. AFPS
framet cases have been reported from Andhra

siphoning money using AFPS enabled devices. “A
mjarity of the members of these panss are Class
10 pass ouis and the way they have exploited
bnﬁm.hﬁnhEPSlsmnd-hughlg the officer

lnl:stﬂhﬂlnpumursudh. Bmga.hlm
police, the official added.

Modus operandi

The accused, the official ssid, have grven fake
details o register themseives on the Kaveri
Omiine Services website (loveri kamataka govin)
of Karmataks Stamps and Registration
Depariment. Then they have submined online
:nimueh:gnqﬁddmmmuq
randomly mentioning registraton mumbers. The
copies of these dorpments are then downlosded.

Culing o documenis where the Angerprinis
are chearly seen, fraudsters ook mage of the
fimgerprints on 3 butter paper. The image is
adjusted to the size of thumb. A rubber stamp lile
tovod yxing silicon muterial was prepared, which
had ridees of the fimgerprint.

This ool was plared on AEPS-enabled device
and was pressed after entering the Aadhaar
number. Following match of Asdhaar nomber
and hnger prini, money o 3 maximm of
10,000 per ransacton was withdrawn, A
munimuemn of T 25 000 can be withdrosn per day
using AEPS.

In some coses, money has been withdrown a
couple of days after regisaration, while there are
cases where money has been withdrawn a month
alter registration. Mangalum police have
recovered POF images of over 1000 registered
documents related o Kematals snd over 300
registered documents related to Andhra Pradesh
and a few other states. The police official sald the
whale process was well organised. While one
applied for cerified copies, there was another
person o take print out and keep apart those
documents that had dear Aingerprints. There
were persons for preparing rubber stamp like
ol and withdrawing money.

Mecting with authority
The senskor police official said recently the
Mangaluru police had 3 meeting with offcials
from Unigqoe Identification Authority of India
where loopholes in the AEPS were palnted out.
The police expressed the need for penerating
OTF for withdrawing money. An alert should be
generated and sent 1o the mobile numbser of the
sccoiind lolder when money s withdraswn 5 a lar
aweay place than the place where an account
holder resides. “1n all cases reported in
Mangaheru, withdrawals were made at Bihar” the
police official sid and sdded, “Interestingly, the
place where the money was withdisen was aboi
200 ko away from the place the accused was

staying.”

Changes made

The fraud has led the Department of Stamps and
Reegistration to bring some changes in the Kaveri-2
system. “We have stopped providing image of all
|hcpu;nuf:hrnmrmldmmnu Instead,
only image of the first page of the document is
beng provided o those filing for oertified copy
apphcation onfine,” wid a senior ofhicer from the
Stamps and Registration Department. The
document writers have been told to mention in
the document to be registered only Last four digits
of Axdhaar number while writing “X™ in place of
ltrh-nqhdwunlllrmmhrr

. | =
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Game maker Epic
recently won a major
anti-monopoly
lawsuit against
Google over its abuse
of dominance in its
Play Store market.
This could have a
wide impact on the
revenue model of
Google and probably
Apple's App Store

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE

MERICAN video
game and software
developer Epic
Games, maker of the
hit game Fortnite,
has won big in its
battle against Goog-
le in a major antitrust trial,
which challenged the tech gi-
ant's ‘illegal monopoly' in Play
Store, alleging that Google is
quashing competitors and
charging exorbitant fees for
app developers. The nine-mem-
ber jury ruled in favour of Epic
on all counts.
In its lawsuit, Epic al-
leged that in 2021
Google made an oper-
ating profit of $12 bil-
lion on its Play Store
by abusing its dom-
inance in the app
store market.
Epic also al-
leged that Goog-
le used to bun-

EPICWIN AGAINST GOOGLE
_DOMINARCEIN DIGITAL

dle its Play Store and
billing service, forcing
developers to use both.
Google charges a
commission fee of up
to 30% on in-app pur-
chases on platform and

also charges service fee for dig-
ital goods sale.

The jury also noted that

Google "willfully acquired or

maintained monopoly power
by engaging in anticompetitive
conduct”. The court will begin

work in January on what rem-
edies to implement. This could
determine how Google needs
to make changes in its opera-
tions addressing anti-competi-
tive behaviour. Epic did not
ask for monetary damages.

Commenting on the develop-
ment, Epic CEO Tim Sweeney
in a post on X claimed victory
over Google. "After 4 weeks of
detailed court testimony, the
California jury found against
the Google Play monopoly on

all counts. The court’s work on
remedies will start in January.
Thanks for everyone’s support
and faith! Free Fortnite!”

Google said it would appeal.

“We will continue to defend
the Android business model,”
a company official said in a
statement. The verdict will
have major ramifications for
Google's app market revenue
model and could impact Apple,
too. The ruling could also give
a level-playing field for app
developers.

“This is a major victory in
the fight against one of Goog-
le’'s most profitable monopo-
lies,” said American Economic
Liberties Project, an anti-mo-
nopoly body.

Katherine Van Dyck, senior
legal counsel at American Eco-
nomic Liberties Project, said:
“A jury of 9 has found that
Google's sweetheart deals,
bribes and monopoly profits
are illegal. Epic's decision to
forego monetary damages and
instead pursue injunctive re-
lief all but ensures that this
decision will fundamentally
reshape Google's monopoly,
which it has leveraged to ex-
ploit app developers and stifle
innovation. This is a message
that justice can prevail in the
fight against Big Tech's out-
sized power over our lives,”
she added.

Epic has earlier lost an anti-
trust lawsuit against Apple’s
dominance over its misuse of
dominance and monopoly in
its App Store. Its appeal is cur-
rently pending in the US Su-
preme Court,
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sophisticated in 2024
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i ) OTH hackers and cyber
) security professionals
"\ continue to improve on
| the use of artificial intel-
e ligence (AI) and machine
learning (ML). In a blog post on
predictions and trends in the
cybersecurity industry for 2024,
security intelligence solutions
provider Securonix says 2023
was the year that Al exploded
on the public stage with the
orowth of large language mod-
els (LLMs) such as ChatGPT.

This trend will extend into
2024, as attacks will become
more sophisticated as threat
actors continue to use Al tools.
Year 2024 will likely witness
an increase in Al-assisted and
Al-driven attacks successfully
b/ assing security controls
such as multi-factor authenti-
cation (MFA), zero trust, and
other fundamental security
technologies and defences.

Security professionals will
ho e to adapt to these attacks
through the development of
thelr own Al-based tools to
create effective defences.
Stressing on generative Al and
deep fakes, Securonix says
they have been proven to be ef-
fective in improving phishing
and other social engineering
attacks that bypass security
protocols to access sensitive
information -- 47% of Indians
have been, or know people
who are, victims of Al voice
cloning attacks.
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Another abortion racket
unearthed at private hospital

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

Close on the heels of the ci-
ty police unearthing an in-
ter-city sex determination
and abortion racket this
November, Health Depart-
ment officials uncovered
another abortion racket
run at a private hospital on
the outskirts of the city
during a routine inspection
at SPG Hospital and Diag-
nostic Centre in Anugonda-
nahalli on Wednesday.
Health Department offi-
cials found a fresh female
foetus in the dustbin of the
hospital during the raid.
Following instructions
from the department, the

Health Department
officials found a
fresh female foetus
in the dustbin of
the hospital during
a raid

officials carried random in-
spections at the private
hospital and found a scan-
ning machine operating il-
legally at the hospital.

The health officials
alerted the district health
officials who went to seize
the machine.

They found the foetus
and are now questioning
the staff.

Inquiries revealed that
the hospital belonged to

Srinivas who was running
the racket with the help of
seven staff members, in-
cluding a lab technician,
two nurses, and house-
keeping staff.

Based on a complaint,
the police have taken up
case under Pre-Concep-
tion and Pre-Natal Diagnos-
tic Techniques Act, and ef-
forts are on to track down
the doctor who is on the
run.
“We have detained the
staff for questioning and le-
gal action will be initiated
based on their role in the
racket,” Mallikarjun Bal-
dandi, Superintendent of
police, Bengaluru Rural,
said.



‘State’s start-up funding has
seen 80% dip and FDI down by
46% due to global slowdown’

Bengaluru, known as India’s start-up capital, is facing the impact of global challenges: Mid-Year Review of State Finances

The Hindu Bureau
BELAGAVI

hough Karnataka’s
economic growth
is steady, stable,
and resilient, start-up
funding in the State has
dropped by about 80% and
foreign direct investment
(FDI ) has reduced by 46%
in the first half of the finan-
cial year as a result of the
slowdown in advanced glo-
bal economies, according
to Mid-Year Review (MYR)
of State Finances 2023-24.
The MYR, which was ta-
bled in the State legislature
on Thursday, says that
start-up funding has
dropped by $2.8 billion
from $3.4 billion in the first
half of the previous year to
$0.6 billion in the first half
of the current financial
year. It says that FDIs in
Karnataka have dropped
by $2.5 billion from $5.3
billion in the first half of
the previous financial year
to $2.8 billion in the first
half of the present finan-
cial year.
Bengaluru, renowned
as India’s start-up capital
and home to 40% of India’s

Start-up funding has dropped by $2.8 billion from 53.4 billion in the first half of the previous year to

7 A A |

50.6 billion in the first half of the current financial year, according to Mid-Year Review of State Finances.
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unicorns, is facing the im-
pact of global challenges,
the review notes. Karnata-
ka being the IT hub of In-
dia with a majority of glo-
bal IT companies
headquartered in Bengalu-
ru amplifies the impact of
such global factors, it adds.

Impact of conflicts

Putting the decline in FDI
and start-up funding in a
global perspective, the re-
view notes that the IMF
has projected the global

growth to decrease from
3.5% in 2022 to 3% in 2023
and to slow down further
to 2.9% in 2024. While the
outlook for global trade is
downcast due to dismal
global demand, the global
supply chain and trade
outlook is adversely im-
pacted due to the ongoing
Russia-Ukraine  conflict
and the conflict between
Israel and Palestine.

At the same time, the
State Own Tax Revenue in-
creased by 15% in the first

half of 2023-24 compared
with the corresponding
period in the previous
year. State non-tax reve-
nue for the same period
showed a growth of 14%.
Overall, the revenue re-
ceipts have increased by
5% compared with the cor-
responding period in the
previous year, the MYR
states.

Karnataka, which has
budgeted gross borrowing
of ¥78,363 crore from the
Open Market in the cur-

rent fiscal, has not bor-
rowed from the market in
the first half of the year.
Considering the cash posi-
tion, borrowings will be
undertaken in the last two
quarters only on necessity
basis and within the per-
missible limit, the MYR
notes.

State’s revenue expendi-
ture for the first six months
of 202324 stands at
98,070 crore which is
39% of the total Budget es-
timates. Growth of 13% has
been seen in the revenue
expenditure as compared
with the first half of 2022
23, the review report
points out.

Monsoon impact

The review has observed
that the failure of the
southwest monsoon has
adversely impacted agri-
cultural production and
hydroelectricity genera-
tion which in turn poses an
adverse risk to the State’s
economic growth.

The initial estimates
have put the crop losses
for the kharif season at
¥33,770.10 crore, the re-
view points out.




Urgent need to control use
of e-cigarettes, says WHO

E-cigarettes with nicotine are highly addictive and harmful to health and can lead to cigarette use,

it says and urges countries to implement strict measures to protect children and young people

Bindu Shajan Perappadan
NEW DELHI

-cigarettes as con-
E sumer products are

not shown to be ef-
fective for quitting tobacco
use at the population level.
Instead, alarming evidence
has emerged on adverse
population health effects,
the World Health Organiza-
tion said on Thursday. It
added there is an urgent
need to control e-ciga-
rettes to protect children,
as well as non-smokers and
minimise health harms to
the population.

“Children are being re-
cruited and trapped at an
early age to use e-ciga-
rettes and may get hooked
to nicotine,” WHO Direc-
tor-General Tedros Adha-
nom Ghebreyesus said in a
statement, while urging
countries to implement
strict measures to prevent
uptake to protect citizens,
especially children and
young people.

The WHO said that e-ci-
garettes have been allowed
on the open market and
aggressively marketed to
young people. Thirty-four

Health hazard: E-cigarettes generate toxic substances some which
cause cancer and some that increase risk of heart disorders.

countries have banned the
sale of e-cigarettes, 88
countries have no mini-
mum age at which e-ciga-
rettes can be bought and 74
countries have no regula-
tions in place for these
harmful products. In India,
the possession of e-ciga-
rettes and similar devices
is a violation of the Prohibi-
tion of Electronic Cigarette
Act, 2019, according to the
Union Health Ministry.
Even brief exposure to
e-cigarette content on so-
cial media can be associat-
ed with increased inten-
tion to use these products,

as well as more positive at-
titudes towards e-ciga-
rettes. Studies consistently
show that young people
who use e-cigarettes are al-
most three times more
likely to use cigarettes later
in life, the WHO said.

Alarming figures

According to data, children
in the age group of 13-15
years are using e-cigarettes
at rates higher than that
among adults in all WHO
regions. In Canada, the
rates of e-cigarette use
among 16 to 19-year-olds
has doubled between 2017

and 2022, and in the UK.,
the number of young users
has tripled in the past
three years.

The world organisation
noted that e-cigarettes
with nicotine are highly ad-
dictive and are harmful to
health. While long-term
health effects are not fully
understood, it has been es-
tablished that they gener-
ate toxic substances, some
of which are known to
cause cancer and some
that increase the risk of
heart and lung disorders. It
can also affect brain deve-
lopment and lead to learn-
ing disorders for young pe-
ople.

Foetal exposure to e-ci-
garettes can adversely af-
fect the development of
the foetus in pregnant wo-
men. Exposure to emis-
sions from e-cigarettes also
poses risks to bystanders.

The WHO has said that
urgent measures are ne-
cessary to prevent uptake
of e-cigarettes and counter
nicotine addiction along-
side a comprehensive ap-
proach to tobacco control,
and in light of national cir-
cumstances.




Did COVID vaccination have a
positive impact on mental health?

A study inthe UK reveaded increased incidence of mental health problems after the pandemic. This was less common among the vaccinated. comipanad to the unvaccinated: rescarchers

explored records of 17 million people in the UK. comparing incidence of elght tvpes of mental illnesses over a timeline from the pre-vaccine era to months after vaccine rollout

Rajeey fuvadevin

hile the benefits of

varcination in reducing

the severity and mortality

of COVID are
well-established, its impact on mental
health is a less explored area. Following
COVID, there are reports of persistent
mental health issues, inchiding ansxdety
and depression. In a recent 1CMR study,
o, of indrdduals who survived COVID
hospitalisation were found to experence
miemital health challenges lasting at beast
one year. These conditions overlap with
Long COVID, a spectrum of lingering
symptoms affecting about 5% of
mdividuals recovering from COVID,
regardless of severity. Any intervention
that could reduce this burden would
therefore be valushle.

A recent UK. study by Walker et al
revealed an increased mcidence of mental
hiealth problems following COVID,
However, this was less common among
vaccinated individuals, when compared
1o urvaccinated people. The additional
risk of depression at & months following
COVID was 449 per 100,000 among
vaccinated individuals, while it was 1009
per 100,000 amuong the unvaccinated.

The researchers explored the medical
records of 17 million people in the LLE.,
comparing the incidence of exght types of
mental illnesses over a timefine that
extended from the presvacane era until
several months following the vacdne
roflout. This enabled the detection of
various types of COVID-associated mental
illnesses, not only during the time before
vaccines were available, but also
afterward.

Clear difference in outcomes
During the period following vaccine
rodlout, the researchers found a chear
difference in mental health owtcomes
among vaccinated individuals. They
suffered less depression, anxiety and
serious mental illness following COVID,
compared to their unvaccinated peers.
The effect was independent of whether
they had prior history of mental illness.
This is inferred to be due to the decreased
severity of COVIDHS among vaccinated
people, which could have had an indirect
impact on the mental health sutcomes.
An additional explanation is that
vacciniion reduces amndety, creating 3
sense of satety, as noted in a University of
New Hampshire paper. Various studies
affirm this, indicating decreased anxiety
and depression across age, gender, and
occupation among the vaccinated.
However, mental health is not a bimary
topic, and a deeper examination is
warranted to shed more light on this.

The urictinated displayed o greater previslence of mental heaith Ssuss. GETTY MAGES

Uniike plysical health and its
commonly used markers such as
hospitalisation rate and death, mental
health is more difficult to measure, and is
often understudied. There is no lab test or
scan that can diagnose mental illness.
Depression, anxiety, suicidal ideation,
subsiance abuse, schizophrenia and
personality disorders are part of the
spectrum, the diagnosis of which requires
expert evaluation. In countries such as
the LLE., ebectronic medical records serve
as a reliable source of data on the mental
illness burden in the population. This is
primarily because of the GF system which
caters to the general pubdic - where all
medical conditions are electronically
logged.

Cuality of life

Mental ill-health adversely affects quality
of lifie, mot onby for the individual bot also
for the dependents. It contributes directly
and indirectly to productivity and,
consequently, the economy. A person
with undiagnosed mental wellness mighs
niot be as productive as a healthy person,
irrespective of their role, whether a
homemaker or & public servamt. Mental
illniess can impair the quality of decisions
made in daily e, mnging from personal
matters to government podicies. It results
in inefficiency, absentesism and aftrition,
with emplovees frequently leaving their
jobs. A report by Deloitte in the ULE
estimated that there was a 25% increase in

cost i emplovers in the UK directly
attributable o poor mental health during
the pandemic.

A paper by the National Burean of
Economic Research, US found that
vacrination reduced the burden of
amxiety and depression in the population
by 30%., leading to an estimated monstary
saving of $346 billon. No ‘spill-over effect”
was observed, mling out benefits for the

health could mean the difference
between suicide and being alive, being
happy or sad, or being nnemploved or
otherwise. Unfortunately the stopma
associated with mental illness has
prevented several people from seeking
the help that they need. Unlike dEeases
such as chickenpox or conjunciivits with
mlu't dinical feaiures which enable swift

critical event bn:gsﬂmmtnigm_

In amy research, it is important to
examine the baseline characteristics of
the groups being siudied. |t is possible
that there were fundamenial differences
between people who chose to be
vaccinated and ndividusls who refused.
Marginalised groups

Studies reveal that urwaccnated
individuads tend to have relstively lower

A indivichal beve, bettor maenital
hzalth could mean the difference
bestwerm sulcide and bedng alive.
et hapyry o sl o beling
unemployed or otherwise

education kevels and belong w
socioscommically and ethnically
disadvantaged proups. Within these
subgroups, the phvsical wll of COVID &
compounded by uncertainty regarding
emphmment, moome drops, job koss,
bereavement, domestic siress, amnd
challenges in acoesing heakhcare.
Indirectly impacting mental bealth, some
of these lactors may have contributed o
the apparent difference betvwesn the tao
Ermups after experiencing COVID

The LK. study examined data from
M1, a period dunng which several
mandates were in place in developed
nations. Vaconatemn gramied people
certain privileges, which were out of
reach for the wrvaconsied. This
discrimination may have contributed o
their delaved recovery from a mental
health sethack Ancther potential
explanation is that early vaccination
pricriised older people and healihcare
workers who had greater baseline andety
about the outomme of TOVIIL
Consequenty, such individuals may heve
felt 3 sen=e of relicf when vaodnes were
imtrodmced.

In fact, a 2002 smdy published in the
Eoropean Economic Review by the
University of Leeds found that the
benefits of vacrination on menial health
were predominantly observed in older
and dimically volnerable people. They did
ik Bndd amy sigmificant difference in
meniz] health outommes atiriwishie o
VAOCInalon Emong younser groups. This
could be becase younser people e less
amnaos about the outrome of OOVID and
perhaps did mot feel the need for

varcination. Additionally, varcmation may

have had 3 prester impact among the
elderiv berause they were prone o severe
forms of COWVIL.

It i estimated that 50% of all dEcabiliny
benefits in Britain are linked with mental
health the proportion being only 25%
two decades agn. Mental health teses,
when not sorted oul, Can ageTavate
memployient. The longer a person
remains unemphoyed, the harder itisw
et employment in the ffure.

Children affected o
Mental health was affected during the
pandemic in several ways besides COVID

infection. The Hindu published a roport in
October 2020 stating that the pandemic
triggered mood disorders among senior
cittrens in India. During the early part of
the pandemic, factors ke social isolation,
limited acoess to communication devices
and domestic abwse from canegivers
created problems among the elderty n
India. The untimely deaths of friends and
relatives from OOVID-I2 exacerhated their
sadnvess anad aniety.

It was not only adults who suffered
from mental health isses. Children were
adverarhy affected by schiood dosres
services and support systems. incheding
personal safety and mstrition for children,
all of whikch were disrupted during
closures. The increase in soreen Gme
along with a heightened attraction fo
viden games, diminished quality of
education, and lack of social imeraction

Among younges aduls, working from
home during the early part of the
pandemic ked o family conflicts,
exressne aioohol use and social isniation.
An entity called Zoom dysmorphia has
been described, which is essemmially a
la'pel:‘:putemmufseﬂ Image.

anthors note that bassfine vaccne
hesitancy and snsceptibifity to
Mmmmﬁﬂb;mlp
contriboted taapa:::lcma!mem in
ety amd

A N3 metz-analysis by Lee et al.
fimuned that akbouph vaccnation redoced
depression and anoety overzll, people
who had a prior history of COVID
experienoed more severe sympioms of
depression and amoety after being
vaconated. The UK smdy however did

mmﬂﬁm’mtﬁsrﬁnﬁ.ﬂh been
referred o as the seoond pandemic. Not
easy mc!uumhmwaplm

S n!llasemmmi:pm:trmt\' it

vaccnation reduced the negative impac
COWTD had on mental health.

D Rajery knvadevan & oo-chairmaen of
the Nextiona! IMA COVID Task Force. He
ma2y be remohed o
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Battling loneliness by reconnecting social lifelines

Ramya Kannan

Of late, particularly after the pan-
demic, a great deal of attention is
being paid to mental health. The
forced seclusion of the COVID-19
years appears to have severed so-
cial connections that people had
established over time. Even as peo-
ple establish these connects once
again, it is clear that some have
been unable to revert to pre-pan-
demic levels of socialisation, or
form or sustain meaningful
relationships.

The World Health Organisation
(WHO) has indicated that high-
quality social connections are es-
sential to our mental and physical
health and our well-being. Social
isolation and loneliness are impor-
tant, yet neglected, social determi-
nants for people of all ages in-
cluding older people. More
recently, the WHO established a
Commission on Social Connection
(2024-2026) with an intent to see
the social isolation issue recog-
nised and resourced as a global pu-
blic health priority.

“Anyone, anywhere, can be
lonely or socially isolated,” the
WHO says. “Across all ages and re-
gions, loneliness and social isola-
tion have serious impacts on our
physical and mental health, and
the well-being of our communities
and society.” The Commission will
propose a global agenda on social
connection, working with high-le-
vel Commissioners to make the
case for action, marshal support to

\, i
The Covid-19 lockdown ruined social

connections and lefty people alone.
GETTY IMAGES

scale up proven solutions and mea-
sure progress.

As per statistics with the world
health body, social isolation and lo-
neliness are widespread, with an
estimated 1in 4 older people expe-
riencing social isolation and bet-
ween 5 and 15 per cent of adoles-
cents experiencing loneliness. A
large body of research shows that
social isolation and loneliness have
a serious impact on physical and
mental health, quality of life, and
longevity. The effect of social isola-
tion and loneliness on mortality is
comparable to that of other well-
established risk factors such as
smoking, obesity, and physical in-
activity. Social isolation and loneli-
ness do not just harm individuals;
they also have a negative impact on
entire communities and societies.
Research shows that their safety,
prosperity, and effective gover-
nance depend greatly on the quali-
ty of social connections within
neighbourhoods, workplaces, and
schools, the WHO adds.

Even before the pandemic, lo-
neliness was a concern. A syste-
matic review by Mareike Ernst et al
in a paper in the peerreviewed
journal American Psychologist had
this to say: “Even before the CO-
VID-19 pandemic, social isolation
and loneliness were becoming ma-
jor public health and policy con-
cerns, largely due to their serious
impact on longevity, mental and
physical health, and well-being”.

In context the results of the The
Global State of Social Connections
survey by Gallup and Meta are in-
teresting. Meta and Gallup collabo-
rated on two research studies, the
first in 2022, revealed important
variations in people’s sense of con-
nectedness and loneliness across
the seven countries studied. The
2023 report builds on that research
by presenting data on connections
and loneliness among people from
142 countries.

As per the results of that percep-
tion study, 72% of the people felt
“very” or “fairly” connected to
others; 6% did not feel connected
“at all” to other people. Nearly a
quarter (24%) of the global popula-
tion felt “very” or “fairly” lonely,
while 49% said they were not lone-
ly “at all.” On an average, similar
percentages of men and women re-
ported feeling very or fairly con-
nected to others (73% and 72%, res-
pectively) or very or fairly lonely
(24% each); however, there were
sizeable gender differences in feel-
ings of social connectedness and
loneliness in several countries.

As per the survey, most people
reported interacting with a variety
of social groups at least once a day,
including friends or family who
live with or near them (58%) as
well as neighbours or others who
live nearby (46%). A third of the
global population reported inte-
racting daily with friends and fami-
ly who live far away, suggesting
that many people likely use some
form of technology every day to
foster connectedness with impor-
tant people in their lives. Of the six
types of social ties explored, inte-
ractions with strangers were re-
ported least, with 16% of the global
population saying they interacted
with strangers at least once a day in
the previous seven days.

Even with this latest perception
poll, there is a substantial number
of people who do feel disconnect-
ed and lonely. Clear strategies will
be required from governments
across the world in order to keep
their residents happy. No mean
task at any time, but in the current
set of circumstances, increasingly
s0.

ramya.kannan@thehindu.co.in
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Why yogateachers are
learning to dissect cadavers

Thousands of fitness professionals and massage therapists have participated in
cadaver workshops. They say it makes them more effective at their jobs

DANIELLE FRIEDMAN

ane Sato thought she under-
stood the abdominal muscles.
For the first decade that she
taught Pilates and yoga in New
York City, she would tell her stu-
dents to pull their belly button
into their spine to strengthen their core.
But when she saw what actual abdom-
inal muscles looked like during a human
cadaver dissection workshop at Mount
Sinai Hospital — the crisscrossed layers
of tissue, the way the muscles alsoran back
to front and up and down — she realised
her words weren't nearly as instructive as
they could be. “There’s just a lot more to
the picture,” she said. “When you seeitin
real life, your cuesautomatically change.”
Now, instead of telling clients to suck in
their belly button, she tells them todrawin
all their core muscles, “like a hug.”
Sato is one of thousands of fitness pro-
fessionals who have sought out cadaver

recovery, as well as for the work needed 1o
rebuild core strength, layer by layer.

Now, “I can visualise what that looks
like” she said. “It’s very different than
seeing a picture in a book.”

Back at the dissection table, the stu-
dents had begun to reach muscle, pulling
apart the four long strands that made up
the quadriceps. In contrast, they noted
the toughness of the fascia, or connective
tissue, that surrounds every muscle. “It’s
very flexible butvery durable,” one student
said. “You have to put a little pressure on
your scalpel.”

One student handed me the iliotibial (or
IT) band, which ran from Betty's hip to her
knee and felt strong but surprisingly light
and thin, almost like duct tape. For all the
years | aggressively foam rolled mine, |
pictured it as thicker and knottier, | made
a mental note to go easier.

The case for cadavers

Over the past twenty years, as research
around the health benefits of exercise has
expanded, more and more primary care
doctors are recommending exercise to
their patients, according to the National

workshops to betterunderstand anatomy
and improve their teaching skills. Overthe
past two decades, at least a dozen dissec-
tion courses—most outside the traditional

medical system — have popped up, cater-
ing to people like yoga teachers, massage
therapists and Peloton trainers.

While most of these professions require
some anatomy training to become certi-
fied, it can vary widely and usually relieson
two-dimensional pictures, plastic models
and even anatomy colouring books, which
can create a misleading picture ofhow the
body works.

“They are looking for more informa-
tion,” said Rachele Pojednic, the director
of exercise science at Norwich Universi-
ty and a research associate at Harvard’s
Institute of Lifestyle Medicine. But often,
she added, “theydon'tknowwhotogoto.”
Whynot “arm these professionals with as
much knowledge as possible?”

A visceral experience
Experts say you can't fullyunderstand the
value of a dissection until you participate
in one. So on a sunny Saturday in Octo-
ber, fueled partly by morbid curiosity, I
went to a lab called Experience Anatomy,
in an office park near the Charlotte, NC,
i I was both excited and nervous,
and keenly aware that I might not be able
to unsee what 1 observed. The two-day
dissection was led by Fauna Moore, an
Ashtanga yoga instructor and massage
therapist who began attending, studying
and then teaching dissections after being
appointed with the anatomy instruction
she received during training. (One does
not need a special certification to oversee
acadaver dissection, though she has spent
years shadowing experienced dissecturs:}
After a short orientation, the course's
five students gathered around the cadaver,
scalpels in hand. While some courses for
fitness professionals teach with bodies (or
bedy parts) that have already been dissect-
ed, w1 this workshop the students would be
disaccting 3 tull cadaver themselves. Inall
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Two studeﬁts"inda lab assistant examining a Imu}olnt dﬂiﬁg“h&i;setﬂon cuurse. '

For many fitness professionals, such classes are a way to better understand the
human body. THE NEW YORK TIMES

cases, the donors or next of kin have specifi-
cally donated the body toscientificlearning
—though they don't always know whether
it will be used to teach medical students,
physical therapists or yoga instructors.

As the group stood in silence under the
glare of fluorescent lights, Moore removed
awhite sheet covering the body. Dissecting
a human being can be anemotional and jar-
ring experience, she said, so she suggested
tharthe students give the cadaver,a75-year-
old female, a name, in recognition of her
humanity. The group decided on “Betty.”

New technologies, such as three-dimen-
sional virtual software, have made the
human body easier to study—and, some
argue, rendered cadavers unnecessary.
But medical students still say that seeing,
touching and holding real human tissue
is far more instructive than pictures or
models. And it leads to better, more com-
passionate care, said Jeffrey Laitman, who
has helmed Mount Sinai’sanatomy lab for
more than 40 years.

“It's an enormously humbling experi-
ence,” he said. “When you hold a heart in
your hand, you are never the same again.”

In the dissection room, Moore demon-
strated how to properly hold a scalpel
(“like a pen”). Then she made the first cut,
on the upper thigh, showing how to deli-
cately pull back one layer at a time—first
the skin, then the sticky white fascia, then
the bright yellow fat and so on. The body

had been “soft embalmed,” a technique
thatrelies on very little formaldehyde, pre-
serves colors and textures and, I quickly
learned, makes things very messy.

“I don’t know where to start,” one stu-
dent, a massage therapist, said.

“You can’t mess it up,” Moore replied.
“Evenif you goa little bit too deep, you can
start over somewhere else.”

For people who lay hands on clients —
like massage therapists and Pilates, yoga
or strength trainers — touching actual tis-
sue offers unparalleled learning, said Dr
Carrie McCulloch, a physician and Pilates
instructor who co-founded the Mount
Sinai dissection course in 2006 with her
husband, a Pilates instructor and former
dancer named Matt McCulloch, as well as
Dr Laitman. “They are working with real
human bodies,” Dr McCulloch said, “and
they should learn from real human bodies.”

Courses range from about $1200 for a
weekend workshop to $4500 or more for
a six-day programme. Anna Kaiser, who
owns two popular cardio dance studios in
New York and attended the Mount Sinai
course in 2012, said the class made her fee]
better equipped to help certain postpar-
tum clients.

Kaiser was able to study a donor body
that had undergone a C-section and was
struck by just how many layers of abdom-
inal muscle were severed. This deepened
her appreciation for the seriousness of the

e A - p = e

Center for Health Statistics. As a result,
many fitness professionals now find them-
selves working with clients who have com-
plex conditions, from knee replacements
to high blood pressure.

“Health, fitness, treatment, doctors are
part of a continuum,” Dr Laitman said.
“Fitness professionals — they see people
ofttimes before they’ll go to a doctor.”

Sometimes, after taking a dissection
course, “instructors realise that some of
the choices they were making for their
clients were not well enough informed,”
said McCulloch, who has co-written books
about anatomy. For example, some stu-
dents, after seeing the bones of cadavers
with osteoporosis, realized that the bends
and twists in their workouts may be too
aggressive for a client’s fragile body.

Natasha Standley, 2 massage therapist
and former step aerobics instructor in
Ms. Moore’s course, told me later that she
learned what is—and isn’t—in her hands
when she works with clients.

“Some of the muscles are really, really
deep,” she said. The dissection made it
clear that the psoas and quadratus lum-
borum (QL) muscles, which can cause
back, pelvis and hip pain, aren't accessi-
ble, despite what diagrams might suggest.
Instead of trying to reach them through
massage, she said, she plans to incorporate
more stretching into her work.

After the students finished lunch (most
opted for vegetanan), they returned 1o
their posts at the dissecnion table. Moore
and a lab assistant had flipped Betry over
and put on Music to remwvigorate the
group. As REM's “Losing My Religion™be-
gan playing anoverhead speaker,
everyone picked up thewr scalpels.

The day went smoothly, but afterward |
felt shaken. When | arrived at the asrpant
that night. | didn’t see travelers — | saw
walking cadavers. NYT
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Fed’s surprise dovish pivot
lifts Sensex to a record high

Powered by technology stocks, BSE Sensex surges 1.34% to an all-time closing high of 70,514.20;

leading Sensex gainers include Tech Mahindra, Infosys, Wipro, HCL Tech and Indusind Bank

The Hindu Bureau

MUMBALI
ndia’s benchmark
stock indices soared to
record highs on

Thursday, riding on a glo-
bal rally in equities trig-
gered by Wednesday'’s sur-
prise dovish pivot by the
U.S. Federal Reserve.

Led by technology
stocks, the S&P BSE Sensex
surged 1.34% to 70,514.20,
an all-time high. The top
Sensex gainers included
Tech Mahindra that rose
3.91%, Infosys (3.61%), Wi-
pro (3.52%) and Indusind
Bank (2.97%). The NSE Nif-

Bull run

India’s benchmark indices soared to record highs, riding on a
global rally in equities triggered by the U.S. Fed’s dovish turn

B The NSE Nifty-50 crossed the

21,100-mark for the first time, rising

1.23% to 21,182.70 points

® We can see a fresh new high if bond
yields and crude prices remain at the
same levels: Axis Securities’ Haridasan

B U.S. stocks rallied after the Fed
indicated it could lower rates about

three times in 2024

ty-50 index rose 1.23% to
21,182.70 points.

“Thanks to the dovish
narrative from the U.S.
Fed... the Nifty 50 scaled to

an all-time high level and
crossed the 21,100 mark
for the first time,” said Pra-
nav Haridasan, MD and
CEQ, Axis Securities.

“The election results in
three out of four key States
have raised the expecta-
tions of policy continuity
in 2024, boosting market
confidence,” he noted.

“We can see a further
new high in the market if
the bond yields and the
crude prices remain at the
same levels for the entire
month,” Mr. Haridasan
added.

U.S. stocks rallied after
the Fed “indicated it could
lower rates about three
times in 2024 as inflation
eases,” said Devarsh Vakil,
Deputy Head Retail Re-
search, HDFC Securities.




India’s net direct tax
receipts rise 23.4%

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

India’s net direct tax col-
lections had grown 23.4%
to hit ¥10.64 lakh crore by
November 30, attaining
58.34% of the Budget esti-
mates for the year, the Fi-
nance Ministry said on
Thursday.

The gross direct tax kit-
ty by the end of last month
had reached %12.67 lakh
crore, a 17.7% rise over the
same period of the earlier
year. Refunds paid out to
income tax payers had
reached 32.03 lakh crore.

As of November 9, the

gross direct tax collections
stood at %12.37 lakh crore,
while net collections were
10.6 lakh crore, 21.82% ov-
er last year. This suggests
that while gross tax re-
ceipts rose 330,000 crore
over the rest of November,
the net Kkitty grew by
34,000 crore.



 Prestige to report 39%

Six housing
projects worth
Rs 20K crore on

the anvil

v

SHAKSHI JAIN
BENGALURU, DHNS

engaluru-headquar-
tered real estate major,

the Prestige Group is

positive about closing FY24
with Rs 18,000-20,000 crore
in total sales, company chief
executive Venkat K Naraya-
na told DH on Tuesday. This
would mark at least a 39%
year-on-year growth over
the Rs 12,931 crore clocked in
FY23. |
The Group is slated to
Jaunch six residential proj-
ects, including two joint ven-
 tureundertakings, before the
end of the ongoing fiscal year.
They will collectively span
12 million square feet (msf)
across Bengaluiu,; Mumbai,
Chennai and Noida.

_Thesix projects, upon com-
pletion in a three year time-
frame, are expected to fetch
the realty player Rs 20,000
~ crore in sales revenue. Of

this, 25% or Rs 5,000 crore is
- expected to land in the com-
pany’s coffers this fiscal year

growth in topline
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itself. |
- So far this year, the compa-
ny has launched six residen-
tial projects spanning 16 msf
across Bengaluru and Hyder-
abad. i ;
On the hospitality front,
the company is making long
strides. “We have 9 hotels
running - 1,361 keys, and we
have almost 1,600 keys - sev-
en more hotels, either under
construction or planning,”

‘Narayana elaborated. The

upcoming projects include
Edition O in Mumbai, Moxy
in Chennaiand JW Marriotin
Sakleshpur.,

Going by numbers in the

current portfolio, JW Marriott
Bengaluru Prestige Golfshire
Resort & Spaisthecompany’s
star performer, followed by
Sheraton Grand Bengaluru
Whitefield Hotel & Conven-
tion Center. |

in FY24

Moving forward, the com-
pany will channel efforts into
deepening and widening 1ts
presence in the Pune _and
Mumbai markets, besides
making inroadsin the Nation-
al Capital Region, Narayana
underscored.

With the Indian real estate
industryonabullrun thisyear,
Narayana attested to negligi-
ble unsold inventory levels.
“Our completed projectinven-

toryisaround Rs 300 crorein

comparison with Rs 13,000
crore salesthathappened last

~ year. So, it is 2-2.5%,” Naraya-

nasaid.

Prestige is currently en-
gagedin 24 msfof office space

construction, with another1s -

msf of projects under design,

planning or approval stages.

" “On an average we will be
delivering around 8-10 msf of
office space across 7-8 cities.
That will also take our rental
incometoRs 3,000-plus crore

‘in 4-5 years’ time,” Narayana

elaborated. -

“Our retail income will
also grow from Rs 220 crore
to about Rs 600 crore in 3-4
years time,"” he added. |

~ Whilethe groupsees poten-
tial in alternate asset classes
such as warehousing- and
data centres, with one project
active in each category, it will
be some time before Prestige
diverts serious focus to these
segments, Narayansaid,




IRDAI proposes higher surrender value

DIPAK MONDAL @New Delhi

IN a positive development for
policyholders, the insurance
regulator has proposed to
amend rule to increase the sur-
render value of traditional life
insurance policies.

Surrender value is the
amount that an investor re-
ceives if she surrenders the
policy without completing the
full tenure of the policy.

The Insurance Regulatory
and Development Authority of
India (IRDAI) in a draft product
regulation issued recently has
proposed that there will be a
premium threshold defined for
each product, and no surrender
charges imposed on the balance
of the premiums beyond such
threshold limits, irrespective

of the timing of the surrender.
Currently, the surrender val-

ue is calculated as a percentage
(or surrender value factor) of
the total premium paid. The
Surrender value factor increas-
es with time. A traditional in-
surance policy or non-partici-
pating policy acquires a
surrender value in the third
year (after completing two
years). The surrender value
factor in the third year is 30%,

If implemented will
benefit policyholders

The proposal if implemented may
benefit those policyholders who
could not continue their policies
beyond a few years. However,
insurers could get hit as their
margins would come down. An
insurance executive sald higher
surrender value will adversely
affect persistency ratio of life
insurance policies

4-7th year is 50% and last two
years of the policy term is 90%.
So, if a policyholder surren-
ders his policy after paying %1
lakh premium annually for
three years, she would get only
<90,000 {30*(X100,000*3)} as sur-
render value against her total
investment of Z3 lakh.

But as per the new proposal, if
threshold limit is 25,000 for a

non-linked savings insurance
policy with annualised premi-
um of Z100,000 and policy term
of 20 years, then the surren-
dered value for threshold pre-
mium is 222,500 (25,000*3*30% ).
The premium refund beyond
threshold premium is 2,25,000
{(1,00,000 - 25,000) x 3}.

So the adjusted guaranteed
surrender value the policy hold-
er receives after three years 1is
2,47,500 {X2,25,000 + T22,500;}.
The proposal if implemented
may benefit those policyholders
who could not continue their
policies beyond a few years.
However, insurance companies
could get hit as their margins
would come down. An insur-
ance executive told this news-
paper, on condition of anonym-
ity, higher surrender value will
adversely affect persistency ra-
tio of life insurance policies.



Fed stance, lower oil prices

propel market to new high

Fed keeps rates within 5.25%-5.5% range, singals 3 rate cuts in 2024

Q

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU @ New Delh

DOMESTIC equity market
scaled to fresh highs on Thurs-
day, with the benchmark indi-
ces -- BSE Sensex and NSE
Nifty50 -- gaining nearly 1.3%
each after the US Federal Re-
serve signalled the end of its
hawkish stance and at least
three rate cuts next year.

Sensex ended 929.60 points
or 1.34% higher at 70,514.20
while the Nifty 50 closed at
21,182.70, up 256.35 points or
1.23%. Investors’ wealth surged
by %4 lakh crore as the market
capitalisation of the BSE-list-
ed companies rose to ¥355.10
lakh crore.

Parth Nyati, founder of
Tradingo, said a confluence of
domestic and global factors is
driving a Goldilocks scenario
in the Indian equity market.
“Unwavering political stabili-

ty, a robust macroeconomic

backdrop with healthy GDP
growth and subdued inflation,
and weakening dollar and US
bond yields amid expectations
of a 2024 rate cut have fueled
bullish momentum.”
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Unwavering political stability, robust
macroeconomic backdrop with healthy
GDP growth, subdued inflation,
weakening dollar and US bond ylelds
amid expectation of a 2024 rate cut
have fueled bullish momentum

Parth Nyati, founder, Tradingo

Additionally, a slump in
crude oil prices, which had
eased inflation pressure and
foreign institutional investors
(F1Is), also supported the mar-
ket rally. FIIs net bought ¥3,570
crore worth of equities on
Thursday, according to NSE
data. As per NSDL data, FIIs
have invested a net of 39,260
crore so far in December.

The US Federal Reserve in
its latest policy meeting main-
tained interest rates within

‘the range of 5.25%-5.50% and

signalled a plan to implement
three rate cuts in 2024. This led

“to a sharp rally in equity mar-

kets worldwide. |
When the Federal Reserve
announces rate cuts, FIIs in-

L DU
2118270

crease their exposure in emerg-
ing markets such as India as it
offers them a better risk-re-
ward scenario. The rake hike
lowers the strength of the US
dollar and makes the safer US
bond yields less attractive.

Additionally, other central
banks around the world follow
the Fed lead when it comes to
increasing/decreasing future
interest rates. This means that
the RBI may also go for multi-
ple rate cuts next year which
will make borrowings easier
for corporates and improve
their earning margins- a big
positive for the equity
market. -

IT shares witnessed maxi-
mum buying on December 14,
with the Nifty IT index jump-
ing as much as 3.5%. Among
the Sensex pack, Tech Mahin-
dra, Infosys, Wipro, HCL Tech-
nologies, Indusind Bank, Bajaj
Finance, Bajaj Finserv and
Mahindra & Mahindra were
the major gainers. On the oth-
er hand, Power Grid, Nestle,
Titan, JSW Steel, Maruti and
Tata Motors were the major
laggards.

NiftySO performance

- Galners LTP* |Change (%)
Infosys 1506 3.93
~ TechMahindra | 1260.7 3.67
LTIMindtree | 5930 3.54
Wipro 434 3.42
HCL Tech 1413.5 3.24
Losers LTP* | Change (%)
POWERGRID | 232.45 -1.9
HDFCLife | 686 | -1.7%
Nestlelndia | 247999| -0.98
Cipla 1205 -0.95
__JSW Steel 846 -0.63

"LTP: Last traded price

lTsharessawmaxlnmbuym
an Dec 14, with Nifty IT index
jumping as much as 3.5%
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PSG squeezes through, Milan
out despite beating Newcastle

Roval Antwerp claims a famous win over Barcelona; Manchester City makes it six out of six;

Atletico Madrid tops its group; Porto through at the expense of Shakhtar Donetsk

CHAMPIONS LEAGUE

Agence France-Presse
PARIS

aris Saint-Germain

and Porto qualified

for the Champions
League last 16 on Wednes-
day as Newcastle bowed
out of Europe after losing
2-1 at home to AC Milan.

PSG drew 1-1 away to
Group F winner Borussia
Dortmund to go through as
runner-up after Milan
came from behind to beat
Newtcastle at St James’ Park
and eliminate Eddie
Howe'’s side.

Newcastle needed to
win and for PSG to drop
points to keep its first
Champions League cam-
paign in 20 years alive.

Porto made the last 16 at
the expense of Shakhtar
Donetsk after a 5-3 win ov-
er the Ukrainians.

Royal Antwerp claimed
a famous 3-2 win over Bar-
celona as George llenikhe-

Lifeline goal: Zaire-Emery, jersey no. 33, saves PSG’s blushes with this leveller. ArP

na netted a stoppage-time
winner.

Manchester City be-
came just the second En-
glish club to win all six
Champions League group
stage games with a 3-2 vic-
tory at Red Star Belgrade.

Atletico sealed first
place in Group E as An-
toine Griezmann and Sa-
muel Lino struck in a 2-0

victory over Lazio.

The results: Group E: Atletico
Madrid 2 (Griezmann 6, Lino 51)
bt Lazio 0; Celtic 2 (Palma 33-pen,
Lagerbielke 90+1) bt Feyenoord 1
(Minteh 82).

Group F: Borussia Dortmund 1
(Adeyemi 51) drew with PSG 1
(Zaire-Emery 56); Newcastle 1
(Joelinton 23) lost to AC Milan 2
(Pulisic 59, Chukwueze 84).

Group G: Red Star Belgrade 2

(Hwang 76, Katai 90+1) lost to
Manchester City 3 (Hamilton 19,
Bobb 62, Phillips 85-pen); RB
Leipzig 2 (Sesko 51, Forsberg 56)
bt Young Boys 1 (Colley 53).

Group H: Porto 5 (Galeno 9, 43,
Taremi 62, Pepe 75, Conceicao
82) bt Shakhtar Donetsk 3 (Sikan
25, Eustaquio 72-og, Eguinaldo
88); Royal Antwerp 3 (Vermeeren
2, Janssen 56, llenikhena 90+2) bt
Barcelona 2 (Torres 35, Guiu
90+1).




South Africa chase
a target of 202 in
series decider

v

JOHANNESBURG, PTI

aptain Suryakumar Ya-

dav exploited a bone-dry

surface to make a twin-
kling hundred as India made
a competitive 201 for seven
against South Africa in the
third and final T20I here on
Thursday.

Trailing O-1 in the series,
India perforce needed a win
here, and they showed all that
necessary intensity after South
Africa asked them to bat first.

Suryakumar (100 off 56
balls), who made his fourth
T201century,and young open-
er Yashasvi Jaiswal (60 off 41
balls) trusted the bounce on
the Wanderers pitch to pro-
duce some sparkling shots
around the ground, while add-
ing 112 runs for an entertaining
third-wicket alliance.

India were quick off the
block with Shubman Gill (8)
and Jaiswal adding 29 runs in
just 2.2 overs. But South Africa
hit back through left-arm spin-
ner Keshav Maharaj.

Surya's to

ncarries India

India’s captain Suryakum Yadav celebrates his centuf}

s
E i

g total

during the final T20l against South Africa in Johannesburgon
Thursday. Ap/pTI

Maharaj took two wickets
in as many balls to get rid of
Gill and Tilak Varma as India’s
momentum was curtailed mo-
mentarily.

Jaiswal and Suryakumar
took India to 62 for 2 in the
Power Play passage, and it fol-
lowed another period of lull as
they added just 25 runs in the
next four overs as the visitors
reached 87 for two at the half-
way mark.

- Buttheybroke the barn door

soon and runs began to flow in
arush.

Suryakumar, who gave all
the space to his junior partner
inthe early part of the partner-
ship, soon took over the role of
chiefaggressor once the tenth
over mark passed.

He pulled those ‘360’ shots
outofthe shelfto punish the SA
bowlers whodid not have much
variety to tame Suryakumaron
a benign pitch.

Pacer Andile Phehlukwayo

| SCOREBOARD =
INDIA
Jaiswal c Hendricks b Shamsi ...... 60
Gill lbwbMaharaj .o 8
Varma ¢ Markram b Maharaj .........0
Surya c Breetzke b Williams ......100
RinkucsubbBurger ............14
Jitesh (hit wicket) b Williams .......... 4
Jadeja (runout) ... 4
Arshdeep (Not OUt) e .0
Siraj (not out) .. "ol 2
Extras (LB-4NB-1W-4) ...........S

Total (for 7 wkts, 20 overs) .....201
Fall of wickets: 1-29, 2-29, 3-141,
4-188,5-194,6-199, 7-199.
Bowling: Burger 4-0-39-1, Markram
1-0-15-0, Maharaj 4-0-26-2, Wil-
liams 4-0-46-2, Phehlukwayo 3-0-
33-0, Shamsi 4-0-38-1.

bore the brunt of Suryvakumar’s
awesome skill sets in this for-
mat.

The Indian skipper ham-
mered Phehlukwayo for 22
runs in the 13th over through
asequence of 6,4, 6,6, an over
in which he also brought up his
fifty along with that last maxi-
mum.

There was no stopping of
Suryakumar, who continued
to cart the Proteas bowlers
around, using nimble footwork
and that highly-manipulative
WTSLS.

The 33-year-old soon
fetched a well-deserved hun-
dred in a surprisingly sedate
manner — with a double off
Williams —- off 55 balls.
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FOOTBALL CHAMPIONS LEAGUE

Newcastle crash out oufgroup
stage after Milan defeat

v

PARIS, AFP

aris Saint-Germain and
Porto qualified for the
Champions League last
16 on Wednesday as Newcas-
tle bowed out of Europe after
losing 2-1athome to AC Milan.

PSGdrew1-1away to Group
Fwinners Borussia Dortmund
to go through as runners-up
after Milan came from behind
to beat Newcastle at St James’
Park and eliminate Eddie
Howe’s side.

Newcastle,whoneeded towin
andforPSGtodroppointstokeep
their first Champions League
campaign in 20 years alive, took
the lead through a brilliant Joe-
linton strike in the first half.

But Christian Pulisic equal-
ised onthe hour and substitute
Samuel Chukwueze broke
Newcastle hearts with an
84th-minute winner, although
it wasn’t enough for Milan to
overhaul PSG.

“We gave everything to the
match. I can’t ask for anything
more (in terms of) commit-
ment, effort, physical exertion.
Unfortunately forusitwasn’tto
be,” said Howe.

The French champions, in
danger of a first group stage
exit since the Qatari takeover
in 2011, fell behind when Karim
Adeyemi scored early in the
second halfin Germany.

Warren Zaire-Emery came
to the rescue for PSG five min-
utes later after Kylian Mbappe
weaved into the box, his pass
deflected out to the teenager
who advanced towards goal
before slamming home a pow-
erful shot.

Mbappe, whose PSG future
will again come into sharp fo-
cus in January, had an effort
ruled out for offside but the
point was enough in the end
for the visitors, who finished
level on points with Milan but
progressed thanks to a better
head-to-head goal difference.

Porto made the last 16 at the
expense of Shakhtar Donetsk af-
tera5-3winoverthe Ukrainians.

The hosts only needed to
avoid defeat at the Estadio
do Dragao to progress from
Group H with Barcelona, and
an early Galeno goal put Porto
ahead.

An own goal gave Shakhtar
a lifeline but 40-year-old Pepe

AC Milan's
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Martin Dubravka on Wednesday night. ReuTers

eased Porto nerves with his
team’s fourth and Francisco
Conceicao then put the game
tobed, with Eguinaldo bagging
a late consolation.

Royal Antwerp claimed a fa-
mous 3-2 win over Barcelona
as George llenikhena netted a
stoppage-time winner.

The Belgians twice led cour-
tesy of goals from Arthur Ver-
meerenand VincentJanssen but
Barcelona replied through Fer-
ran Torres and Marc Guiu, who
looked to have salvaged a draw
before [lenikhena’s heroics.

Manchester City became
just the second English club to
win all six Champions League
group stage games with a 3-2
victory at Red Star Belgrade.

Twenty-year-old Micah
Hamilton and Oscar Bobb
scored their first goals for the
club before Hwang In-beom
pulled a goal back for the Ser-
bian champions.

Kalvin Phillips scored his
first City goal with a late penal-
ty as Aleksandar Katai struck
a consolation for Red Star in
added time.

Results: Group E: Atletico Madnid 2
(Griezmann 6th, Lino 51st) bt Lazio: O
Celtic: 2 (Palma 33rd, Lagerbielke 90+1) bt
Feyenoord: 0.

Group F: Borussia Dortmund: 1 (Adeyem)
51st) drew with Paris St Germain: 1
(Zalre-Emery 56th); Newcastle: 1 (Jaelin-
ton 33rd) It to AC Milan: 2 (Pulisic 59th,
Chukwueze 84th).

Group G: Red Star Belgrade: 2 (Hwang
76th, Katai 90+1) It to Manchester City 3
(Hamulton 19th, Bobb 62nd, Phillips 85th);
RB Leipzig: 2 (Sesko 51st, Farsberg 56th)
bt Young Boys: 1 (Calley 53rd)

Group H: FC Portao; S (Galena 9th, 43rd,
Taremi 62nd. Pepe 75th, Francisco Concer-
Ca0 82nd) bt Shakhtar Donetsk; 3 (Sikan
25th, Eastquio 72nd OC, Eguinaldac B81h)
Antwerp: 3 (Vermeeren 2nd. Janssen 5ath
lleniknena S0+2) bt Barcelona: 2 (Ferran
Torres 35th, Guiu90+1).



Deepak hoodoo
hurts Karnataka

RAJKOT, PTI

eepak Hooda, who
Doften tormented
Karnataka during
his stint with Baroda, once
again proved a thorn in their
flesh with a captain’s innings
to help Rajasthan post a
six-wicket win and enter the
final of the Vijay Hazare Tro-
phy here on Thursday.
Hooda’s stupendous 128-
ball 180 was studded with 19
fours and five sixes as Rajas-
than chased down the target
of 283 set by Karnataka with
38 ballstospareinthe second
semifinals.
Hooda, who is trying to re-
' turntoIndiareckoning, found
an able ally in Karan Lamba
(73notoutoff112 balls) as the
duo resurrected the Rajas-
than innings after being re-
duced to 23 for 3 in the sixth
over with a massive 255-run
stand for the fourth wicket,
Rajasthan will face Hary-
ana in the final on Saturday.
Haryana crushed Tamil
Naduby 63 runsto entertheir
maiden Vijay Hazare final on
Wednesday.
- Comingintobatinthe sec-
ond overitselfafter the depar-
ture of opener Ram Chouhan

(0), Hooda was understand-
ably cautious initially, as he
took 23 balls to reach double
digit score. But once he and
Lamba succeeded in steady-
ing Rajasthaninnings, Hooda
launched on the hapless Kar-
nataka bowlers in stunning
fashion, punishing them to
submission.
Earlier,lower-orderbatters
Abhinav Manohar (91 off 80
balls) and Bhandage (63 off
39 balls) revived Karnataka
innings after they were two
down for 27 runs in the ninth

over after electing to bat first.
Brief scores; Karnataka: 282/8 in 50
overs (KL Shrijith 37, Manish Pandey 28,
Abhinav Manohar 91, Manoj Bhandage
63; Aniket Choudhary 2-43, Kukna Ajay
Singh 2-43) It to Rajasthan: 283/4 in

-43.4 overs (Deepak Hooda 180, Karan

Lamba73no0).
Final: Haryana vs Rajasthan on Dec 16
(Rajkot)




Green suffermg from chronic Kidney disease

PERTH, AFP: Australian
all-rounder Cameron Green
revealed on Thursday he suf-
fers from a chronic kidney
disease and that he was not ex-
pectedtolive pastthe age of12.

Now 24, he has gone on to
become a key member of the
Australian team across all
three formats, although he
has fallen out of favour in re-
cent months.

“My parents got told when [

wasbornThadachronickidney
disease,”he saidinaninterview
with Channel Seven during
Australia’s first Test against Pa-
kistanin Perth. “Basicallythere
are no symptoms, it just got
picked up during ultrasounds.”

Cameron Green

The Perth-bom Green said

hiskidney functionality tofilter

blood was currentlyatabout 60
percent.

“With chronic kidney dlS-
ease there’s five stages, with
stage one being the least
severe, and stage ﬁve being

transplant or dialysis,” he
said.

“Fortunately, 'm stage two,
butifyoudon’tlook after them
enough, it easily goes back
down. Kidneys can’t get better.
It’sirreversible.”

His father Gary told the
broadcaster the original prog-
nosis was distressing.

“Therewerelife-expectancy

-1ssues that he might notexpect

to live past 12 years of age,” he
said. |

Green haslargelybeen unaf-
fected by the disease through-
out his cricket career, but said
there had been times of cramp-
ing that could be attributed to
the problem.




India gets off to a flying start as
batters post 410/7 on day one

Indias tactical decision to bring in debutant Shubha gives the side four left-handers and the luxury of consistently fielding

a leftright combination in the middle, which nullified anything England could do with the early bounce on offer

ENGLAND IN INDIA

LavanyaL
NAVI MUMBAI

lean slates are a

blessing. Ask Shub-

ha Satheesh. The
Karnataka batter, with no
prior international expe-
rience, was the cynosure
of all eyes with her classi-
cal batting and bravado,
helping India to 410/7 on
the opening day of the one-
off Test against England at
the D.Y. Patil Stadium here
on Thursday.

While Shafali Verma
looked the more nervy of
the two, Smriti Mandhana
fell first, to a delivery from
Lauren Bell that left her
with no room and rocked
back to rearrange the
stumps. Shafali fell soon af-
ter, clean bowled by Kate
Cross whose top-of-off line
breached Shafali’s defence
and sent the off stump
cartwheeling.

Shubha, who made a so-
lid 76-ball 69, got off the
mark in her second deliv-
ery in international crick-
et, driving Bell to the boun-
dary with a textbook cover
drive for the ages. She
teamed up with Jemimah
Rodrigues, who also made
her Test debut in this fix-
ture, to stitch a valuable
115-run stand in 146 balls
for the third wicket.

In the 11th over, she got

down on one knee to drive
a fuller ball past bowler
Kate Cross, holding the
pose for the photogra-
phers to get the perfect
shot.

She got to her maiden
half century off the same
bowler with a similar full-
faced drive down the
ground. Jemimah, who re-
gistered a maiden fifty her-
self, kept the runs trickling
in at a healthy rate, with
impeccable timing and
placement especially
through the offside. Shub-
ha fell to Sophie Ecclestone

-~
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Cashing in: Yastika, who was dropped on 15 by Bell, went on to score an B8-ball 66, EMMANUAL ¥OGINI

after  misjudging the
bounce on a shorter deliv-
ery. Bell took out Jemimah
soon after.

Skipper Harmanpreet
Kaur and Yastika Bhatia
steadied the ship with a
116-run stand for the fifth
wicket.

A freak run out saw Har-
manpreet’s bat seemingly
getting stuck on the pitch
as she tried to ground it to
safety, with her innings
ending at 49. Yastika was
dropped on 15 when Bell
squandered a sitter after
getting both hands to it.

She went on to score an 88-
ball 66.

Sneh Rana and Deepti
Sharma stitched India's
third century stand for the
day.

Knight's decision to take
the new ball did not help as
Deepti romped to her third
Test fifty in three matches.
Sneh’s defiant watch end-
ed after she was bowled by
Nat Sciver-Brunt in the dy-
ing minutes of the day.

England was porous on
the field. The pitch initially
aided seam movement but
eased out after lunch

SCOREEOARD

-

India — 1st innings: Smriti
Mandhana b Bell 17 (125, 3x4),
Shafali Verma b Cross 19 (308,
dxd), Shubha Satheesh ¢
Sciver-Brunt b Ecclestone 69
(76b, 13x4), Jemimah Rodrigues
b Bell 68 (995, 1.1x4),
Harmanpreet Kaur run out 49
(81b, 6ixd), Yastika Bhatia ¢ Bell b
Dean &6 (88h, 10x4, 1x5), Deepti
Sharma (batting) 60 (955, 9x4,
1x6), Sneh Rana b Sciver-Brunt 30
(73b, 5x4), Poaja Vastrakar
(batting) 4 {125, 1x4); Extras
(b-19, Ib-T, nb-2): 28; Total (for
seven whis. in 94 overs): 410.
Fall of wickets: 1-25 (Smriti, 5.1
overs), 2-47 (Shafali, 8.4), 3-162
(Shubha, 32.6), 4-190 (lemimah,
37.6), 5-306 (Harmanpreet, 62.1),
6-313 (Yastika, 66.2), 7-405 (Sneh,
90.5).

England bowling: Cross
14-0-64-1, Bell 15-1-64-2,
Sciver-Brunt 11-4-25-1, Filer
15-1-84-0, Dean 17-1-62-1,
Ecclestone 22-4-85-1.

Toss: India.

against all expectations.
That said, India’s tactical
decision to bring in Shub-
ha gave the side four left
handers and the luxury of
consistently fielding a left-
right combination in the
middle, which nullified
anything Ecclestone in par-
ticular could do with the
early bounce on offer.

In 2014, the last home
Test India played, the side
batted just once, amassed
a 400 score and did not
need to pad up again. Har-
manpreet and Co. won't
mind an encore.
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COP28 — many a slippery slope ahead

uch rested on COP28 in Dubai, a
milestone event slated (o take up the
first five-yearly global stocktake with
respect to goals set under the Paris
Agreement to combat the climate crisis, The
global stocktake covers mitigation, adaptation,
financing and other support to developing
countries, for which a report of technical
deliberations and a synthesis report had been
prepared as inputs to the COP. Based on the
global stocktake review at COP28, countries
would be required to submit raised emissions
reduction targets by mid-2025 for finalisation at
COP30.

The global stocktake input reports conveyed
what is already lmown from all major scientific
studies, i.e., the window for restricting global
heating to 1.5° C above pre-industrial levels is
rapidly closing. Global average temperature rise is
already dangerously close to that limit, having
already touched it on many days this year. Severe
heat waves, droughts, forest fires, floods and
extreme rainfall are already being witmessed
more {requently across the world, along with
possible irreversible melting of polar and glacial
ice and sea-level rise. The urgency to rein in
greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions causing climate
change was clearly top of the agenda in Dubai.

Focus on fossil fuels
From the outset, fossil fuels, responsible for
around 75% of all greenhouse gases and about
90% of global carbon dioxide (CO2) emissions,
took centre stage at COP28, astonishingly for the
first time ever in climate COPs. Anxieties about
the influence of the oil industry and supporting
governments had already been swirling around,
with the COP being held in the Gulf. The COP28
President, Sultan Al Jaber, a United Arab Emirates
Minister and head of the Abu Dhabi National Qil
Company (ADNOC), one of the world's largest oil
and gas producers, further set the cat among the
pigeons by claiming in an interview that “there
was no science™ that called for cutting back on
fossil fuels to tackle climate change. Journalists
and activists had also noted that fossil fuel
companies had been steadily increasing their
presence at the COPs, often even as members of
official country delegations, giving them access to
the main negotiation rooms. Their numbers had
shot up to 2,000 at Dubai, larger than any
country’s delegation.

On the positive side, all three successive global
stocktake draft texts echoed the GST input
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The COP28
Declaration has
left almost all
the problems
where they
were belore:
nothing much
ol substance
has been
gained in Dubai

findings that the 1.5°C target would require “deep,
rapid and sustained” reduction in global
emissions of 43% by 2030 and 60% by 2035
relative to 2019 levels, reaching net-zero CO: by
2050, with global emissions expected to peak
arcund 2020 or latest by 2025,

After the initial draft text drew mixed
responses, especially over phase-down or out of
fossil fuels, the second draft was circulated much
later on the penultimate day, and evoked furious
reactions. It gave only a bullet list of options that
countries “could” take towards emissions cuts,
including “reduction” of fossil-fuel production
and use, and underplaying financial support from
developed couniries. Small island states called
the text a death sentence, African countries said
they would not leave without assurances on
funding, and the European Union threatened to
walk out saying the 1.5°C target could not be
attained with such a text.

Inevitably, the COP was extended by a day and
a Iresh text was tabled in the morning of
December 13. This draft sought to square the
circle on fossil fuels by calling for “transitioning
away” from fossil fuels, which several countries
and observers suggested be read as signalling the
end of the fossil fuel era. In the relief over this
compromise, other serious lacunae were
overlooked.

A draft with loose definitions

The final draft had many loopholes that could
prolong production and use of fossil fuels, and
favoured the industry as well as rich developed
countries with advanced technologies. While
calling for a phase-down of “unbated” coal
power, the door was left open for “low-carbon
fuels”, “low-emission” technologies, “low-carbon
hydrogen™, and “transitional fuels,” (widely used
in Europe and the United States to describe
natural gas) — all terms with very loose
definitions.

It also made special mention of carbon
capiture, utilisation and storage (CCUS) which has
not achieved commercial viability and whose
eventual emissions savings are unknown. On
emission reductions and shift to clean energy, the
draft also did not adequately refer to equity or
common but differentiated responsibility (CBDR),
possibly under pressure from the U.S. looking to
treat all countries on a par.

This draft also did not take the issue of
financial support by developed countries further,
causing much anguish to climate vulnerable

countries. The draft did express concern that the
earlier commitment of $100 billion per year by
2020, however inadequate, had not been met. It
repeated the global stocktake reports’ estimation
that developing countries needed about $5.8-85.9
trillion for the pre-2030 period, with adaptation
alone reguiring $215-$387 billion per vear and
clean energy transition requiring about $4.3
trillion per year, both until 2030. Yet, no fresh
targets were mentioned in the draft, not even for
the new Loss and Damage fund formally set up
on the first day and gathering pledges for a
meagre $470 million.

The closing plenary was called just a few hours
after the final draft was published, giving country
delegations little time for discussions. While
delegates were milling about, the COP President
quickly tabled the draft, noted that there were no
objections, and gavelled it through!. On the live
webcast, the delegates appeared stunned, then a
ripple of applause grew slowly into the usual
standing ovation. As often happens at fraught
climate COPs, the relief at any closure, good or
not, seems better than opposing an apparent
CONSENsUs.

Disquiet

Yet, voices of disquiet were expressed post facto,
The delegate from Samoa, representing the small
island states, said that she and other island
delegations were outside discussing the text when
it was gavelled through in their absence, and
went on to spell out a long list of their objections.
Many more such voices followed — for example
from Aftica, chiefly criticising the lax attitude
towards fossil fuels and the lack of financial
support announced.

The COP28 Declaration has left almaost all the
problems where they were before. Other than
recording a decision to “transition away " from
fossil fuels, which countries were already doing in
practice, and noting the broad global target for
higher emissions reduction to achieve the 1.5°C
goal, nothing much of substance has been gained
at COP28. A road map towards new targets in
2025 was not drawn up. Financial assistance was
not scaled up. The Global Goal on Adaptation was
left half-baked. A number of other documents
were not finalised or approved. On the other
hand, the fossil fuel industry went back happy, as
did the developed countries which successfully
dealt yet another blow against inter-nation equity,
and have again escaped putting serious funds on
the table.

Authenticity’ in a post-authentic world

erriam-Webster’s word of the year for
2023 is “authentic,” which is a fitting
follow-up to their word of the vear
choice for 2022, “gaslighting,” a term for
deceiving someone into doubting their own
realities or beliefs.

“To thine own self be true” Polonius's remarks
in Hamlet serve as a constant reminder to
examine ourselves. However, according to
Merriam-Webster, “when we question
authenticity, we value it even more.” Honestly,
yes. These days, every bit of our lifestyle is
Artificial Intelligence (Al)-driven; deep fakes and
post-truths have blurred the boundary between
“real” and “fake." Authenticity gets prominence
as Elon Musk believes that individuals should be
more “authentic” on social media, and celebrities
such as Taylor Swift strive for “authentic voice™
and “authentic self”. But is that horizon of
“authenticity? While it is a desirable quality,
what does the term “authentic” really describe?
Being true to one's own personality, spirit, or
character? Not false or imitation? Made or done
in the same way as an original?

An evolving mechanism

Owver time, the mechanism of authenticity
evolved. Although Rousseau maintained that the
need for others’ approval undermines
authenticity, Sartre and Heidegger acknowledged
that external influences are unavoidable and that
society and the natural world shape us just as
muech as our own choices. Therefore,
“authenticity” in today’s world ought to be
entwined with celebrity culture, identity, and
social media, along with AT and its deep fake
avatar. It is also bound to be closely related to
“fake news", which surfaced out of nowhere in
November 2016. Even though former U.5.
President Donald Trump relentlessly bashed the
media as “fake news”, Merriam-Webster states
that its origins date back to the 1890s. Mussolini
even distributed a manipulated photo of himself
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to the general population.

Is “authenticity™ the plague of the 21st
century? What has transpired is that because of
constantly advancing technology, it is now easier,
less expensive, and quicker to produce and
distribute fake contents. It even raises the
question of whether Mr. Trump was key in
creating the post-truth world. Or whether he was
merely one of post-truth’s greatest products
during its formative stages. The barrier, however,
has now been breached by generative Al; the
horizon has been expanded further.

Today's Al avatars are able to create
realistic-looking opinion page articles, fiction,
paintings, and even research papers. After
admitting that Al was used to create a
prize-winning photograph, German
photographer Boris Eldagsen declined the Sony
World Photography Award in April, stating that
he was curious to find out if contests were ready
for Al photos to enter. Evidently, they were not,

We witness an Al-generated image of Pope
Francis donning a stylish puffer jacket, unsettling
deep fakes of well-known actors, and potentially
harmful audio or video clips amid important
elections. Due to social media's magical ability,
they quickly reach millions and are capable of
orchestrating irreversible damage before being
identified as fake and debunked. Furthermore,
we would never know the exact number of
wiidentified “fake™ news stories, articles, images,
audio or video clips, and research papers. The
shade of uncertainty widens.

‘Infocalypse’ is imminent

According to Al scientist Nina Schick,
“Infocalypse”, the biggest information and
communications crisis in world history, is
imminent. Further, the boundary between
mainstream and social media is getting blurred.
For instance, in October, the fake news of
Amartya Sen's passing swept the media,
originating with a post on social media.

Have we slipped down the rabbit hole of Al
and social media and into the era of
post-authenticity? “Trust,” however, is the biggest
casualty in effect. In his 2021 book of the same
name, journalist Michael Grothaus described how
society is transforming into a place where we
would “Trust No One™.

Today, anvone may cast a doubt on anything
by just publicly doubting its authenticity,
regardless of how real it is. It helps the bad
actors; in 2018, American law professors Bobby
Chesney and Danielle Citron popularised the
phrase “liar's dividend”. The greatest risk to
mankind is that we might soon cease to take
anything at face value.

Because of Al's presumed ability to create
seemingly convincing text and data, researchers
and journal editors are becoming increasingly
concerned about integrity. Allegations of falsified
or wrong data on various topics important to the
common people, such as GDF, employment,
inflation, and COVID-19-related staristics,
frequently rock different societies. With the Al
boom, the falsification of data and text could
evolve into a new realm in this post-authentic age.

Hazy lines

The lines separating truth from falsehood, right
from wrong, love and hate, and war and peace,
are becoming more and more hazy in this
post-truth era. We understand that
“authenticity”, which is inherently like an honest
“performance”, remains elusive because fake
news'’s post-authenticity is a social issue that is a
sign of waning “trust” in a common civic
endeavour rather than a purely technological or
media problem. Technology’s glitter is not
helping society either.

But we still strive for authenticity and an
illuminating, trustworthy future for mankind,
even when it seems like we are heading towards a
dystopian future in which we would “Trust No
One”, Sadly.

_I_



Principled shift
India must take a more vocal position
on Gaza with Israel

T wo months after Israel’s bombardment of

Gaza residents in retaliation for the Oc-
tober 7 terror attacks by Hamas began,
India joined its voice to the global call to stop the
bombing, voting in favour of a resolution at the
UN General Assembly (UNGA) along with 152 oth-
er nations. The resolution demanded an imme-
diate humanitarian ceasefire, an observance of
international humanitarian law, the uncondition-
al release of all hostages, as well as “ensuring hu-
manitarian access”. India’s vote was a shift from
its previous vote at the last such UNGA resolution
on October 26, when despite the death of 8,000
Gazans, India had decided to abstain from voting
for a resolution that called for a ceasefire. The go-
vernment and the MEA explained this to be a
matter of principle, as part of India’s “zero-tole-
rance” approach towards terrorism, as the ear-
lier resolution did not contain an “explicit con-
demnation” of the October 7 attacks. However,
while the UNGA resolution passed on December
12 bears no direct mention of the terror attacks,
India has voted in favour. Although the govern-
ment has yet to detail the rationale, there could
be several reasons: casualty figures have risen re-
lentlessly, with 18,000 dead and the highest such
toll of nearly 90 journalists. More than 80% of the
entire population is homeless. Even the U.S., Is-
rael’s biggest ally, estimates that nearly half of the
29,000 air-to-ground munitions deployed by Is-
rael thus far are “unguided” or indiscriminate
missiles. Second, Israeli Defence Forces have
gone far beyond their original mandate of elimi-
nating Hamas capacity and freeing the hostages
to a large-scale flattening of Gaza and forced oc-
cupation of more territory. More than 100 Israeli
hostages remain in Hamas custody. Third, global
opinion, including Indian public opinion, has
moved decidedly from sympathy with Israel, to
horror at the unfolding aftermath, and New Delhi
could not have been immune to entreaties by Pal-
estine and the Gulf States to take a relook at its
vote, even as India stood isolated in South Asia
and the Global South for its previous abstention.
It may be too early to see India’s UNGA vote as
areversal of its earlier position and a reversion to
its original position in the conflict, where it has
traditionally called for peace. Much will depend
on the role India chooses for itself in ensuring the
ceasefire is effected and holds, given that Israel
has already rejected the UNGA resolution. Having
proven its credentials as a friend to Israel follow-
ing the terror attacks, as well as the odium of ena-
bling the civilian deaths, the Modi government
must be more vocal in helping the Netanyahu go-
vernment out of the strategic cul de sac it has
bombarded its way into, one which could cause
regional instability and insecurity for decades.
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REVOKE SUSPENSION
OF MPs, PLUG SECURITY
GAPSIN PARLIAMENT

RAMATIC mtrusions into the Lok Sabha ﬁmn the visi-
tors’ gallery on Wetinesday wiped the smirk off the rul-'
ing party’s face aﬂeritssurm'lsea-l vicmintherecent 3 8
assembly elections. A serious sécurity breachin thetem- | - ¢

ple of democracy right under the nése of the BJP, with ~ §

cameras capturing all the drama; was embarrassing for the
ruling party since muscular nationalism is its article of faith.”
By doing it on the anniversary of the parllament attack by ter-
rorists in 2001, the plotters sought ta thumb their nose at the -
security apparatus. What Was more mm'tlfying for the treasury -
benches wasﬂlatﬂletwoinhuders,MalmnjanDandSagar
Sharma, had passes 1ssuéd on the recommendation of BJP’s
Mysuru MP, Prathap Simbha. Theh‘ public gallery pass gave
them entry from 11.30am to 12. lspmyetﬂwygottostwonand
. jumped into the Lok Sabha chamber around 1.01 pri. One of
. them lssaidtohavedoneamcneof theoldmﬂhmentbuﬂdlng
* and found that shoes wehe not p checked, hence their
" ploy to smuggle smoke canisters within them. Eight security
personnel have since being suspendéd. Instead of cowering, the
parliamentarians nabbed the duo and gave thiém their version
of msﬂce—amrashjnghkemobsdo—beﬁmhaMInghothover |
to the security personnel.;s. . iR e
; Wemmrcmmmmmmmmy :
s prima facie appeared momllkeamateurs.ﬂleirslogans—%n Bk

" ashahi nahin chalegi (Won't allow dictatorship), Bharat Mata « ¢
__ ki jai and Jai Bheem—failed tocomey their objective inany ¢
meaningful way. Why would anyone put himself-or herself - §

under such risk without PWPEﬂYmmnunlmﬁng the purpose? * §
Professional aandolanjivis, as the BJP pejoratively seeksto  §
~ describe them, such as Greenpeace hyperventilate their ideol-
ogy while launching risky protests’ like the one agalnst a nu-
- clear plant in France a féw years ago. Only a comprehensive
~ probe can reveal the motive behind the pailiament trespass. .
With the governmentonthebackﬁlot. theopposltlonwent
on the offensive and demanded action against BJP's Simha.
They had every right to do so, asﬂwhnehooksaysﬂmtmwm
seeking a visitor’s pass must provide a statement confirming
personal acquaintance with the guest and take full nespmslbll
ity for him or her. Instead, 14 oppos!ﬂm MPs were suspended,

which wasasadoommentaryonmhmgmgtﬂmt ‘The sus-
pensionsoughttobemvokedhnhe llmtof‘democrﬂcy



HE Northeast ethnic cauldron
is known for regularly boiling
over. This is only to be expected.
Long before the arrival of mod-
ern administration brought by
the British, this cauldron has
' always had a mix of “state car-
rying populations” and “non-state” tribes-
men. This resulted in a unique internal
friction that was so well characterised by
James C Scott in his book The Art of Not
Being Governed: An Anarchist History of
Upland Southeast Asia. Much of the eth-
hic turmoil the region is witnessing today

As non-state tribesmen wake ﬁp to the

reality of the modern state and begin as-

piring for one for themselves, they find
their statehood already defined. lech of
the insurgenciesm the region, as well as
the ethnic rivalries, are consequences of
this unsettled question of identity. The

- current ethnic violence in Manipur be-

tween the Kuki_-Zo tribes and Meiteis has
elements of this, though there were also
other immediate triggers. It is another
story that the Union and state govern-
ments have not done enough to resolve the
crisis seven months into it.

. Demonstrated in this unfolding drama
is also the contention that identity is
fluid and dynamic, and not by any means
static or fixed. Identity, like so many at-
tributes of the human story, is fiction. It
has all to do with choosing to belong to one
story or the other of peoplehood and na-
tionhood. Yuval Noah Harari in Sapiens:
A Brief History of Humankind and, much
pefore him, Benedict Anderson in Imag-
ined Communities pointed out that hu-
mans have a unique ability to tell stories

" and, on the basis of these stories, unite to

build communities,

. 'This capability came after the cognitive
revolution that humans are estimated to
have gone through 60,000 years ago. It

. 'was brought about by certain evolution-
.  8ry neurological changes in the human
* brain circuitry, giving us the ability to
' create and understand symbols. In this

, scheme, community identities are not in-

trinsically determined, but depend on
the ideas of community built and inter-
nalised by groups of people. These stories
can obviously be accommodative or
exclusive; identities can accordingly ex-
pand and evolve, or narrow down and be-
come more rigid.
** The 1826 Treaty of Yandabo—in which
the British ended the Burmese occupation
of Assam by direct intervention and
in Manipur by indirect assistance—
marked the start of the colonial era in
the northeastern region. British Assam,
which then was the entire Northeast

o Lo b o 'l!,-i' '?'- ,3_

Tribal identities in the North
The B

= ‘ east have evolved over time.
ritish colonial administration left a deep imprint,

as did the tribesmen's experience in the world wars

THE FLUIDITY OF
IDENTITIES IN
THE NORTHEAST
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except for the kingdoms of Tripura
and Manipur, was merged with Bengal.
Manipur was allowed to remain a
protectorate state.

From the start, the pattern of British
administration in Assam reflected the
challenges of dealing with this mix of
state and non-state communities. The
plains of Assam, which were already fa-
miliar with the centralised bureaucracy
of a state, were much easier for the
British to handle. This was unlike the
non-state spaces, where the authorities
of a village, tribe and clan did not run be-
yond the closed communities. So the Brit-
ish introduced a normal land revenue
administration in the plains, but left

- LR SRR
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the surrounding hills unadministered
and, after the Government of India Act
of 1919, demarcated them as ‘excluded’
or ‘partially excluded’ areas.

The scant importance the British ini-
tially gave the region is also evident from
the fact that they withdrew most of their
regular troops from there not long after
the Burma debacle. In 1835, when the
Bruce brothers’ experiment in tea planta-
tions began succeeding phenomenally,
British officer E R Grange conceived of
the idea of raising a civil militia that
was “less paid than the military, better
armed than the police” to aid the admin-

istration. This, called the Cachar Levy,
met the British needs well. Three years

later, the Jorhat Militia was also raj
and then merged with the former In
the years after, it came to be known by
different names depending on Where
they were posted.

| Qne of the incentives given to these mj.
litiamen was that those who performeq
well would be absorbed in the Indian Ay.
my’s Gurkha Rifles; in time, they became
a fertile nursery for the latter. During
the First World War, the original fiye
battalions of this militia sent a tota] of
3,174 soldiers and 23 Indian officers (ngy
known as junior commissioned officers)
to the Gurkha rifles for duties in Europe
For this contribution, at the end of the
war, the unit came to be redesignated for.
mally as a paramilitary force and rechris
tened as Assam Rifles.

The two world wars had a great impact
on the identity churns in the Northeast
The First World War experience was espe.
cially interesting for the contrasting ways
1t initiated identity formation among the
Naga and Kuki tribes. The British admin.
istration raised a Labour Corps from
among these tribesmen to be taken to Ey-
rope. While the Nagas cooperated, the
Kukis in Manipur refused to be enlisted,
leading to what British chroniclers de-
scribe as the Kuki Rebellion of 1917-19.
The delay in subduing the rebellion is gen-
?mny attributed to the Assam Rifles send-
Ing away p. actically all its fighting force
to the war in Europe. Indeed, the rebellion
ended as the war in Europe concluded and
the troops returned. Nonetheless, this is
an important chapter in the birth of a con-
solidated Kuki identity.

The Naga story is even more intriguing.
Disparate Naga tribesmen who enlisted in
the British Labour Corps discovered in
Europe that they were treated as one, and
differently from other Indians. As Naga
author Charles Chasie writes in his book,
The Naga Memorandum to the Simon
Commission, 1929, they returned enlight-
ened by their experience in Europe. With
the help of sympathetic British officials,
they formed the Naga Club in Kohima in
1918 to work for unity and friendship
among the Naga tribes. Their message
soon spread to the administered areas of
Assam’s Naga hills and beyond in time. In
1929, the memorandum they submitted to
the visiting Simon Commission is today
considered an important marker of the
rise of Naga nationalism. Among other
things, they told the commission that Na-
gas were not Indians. ,

This is the mystique of the identity
question. It may look simple and straight-
forward to some, but the question has been
behind some of the most bitter and bloody
conflicts in history

(phanjoubam@gmail.com)
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